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The SPEAKCER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-LOTTERIES COM-
MISSION.

Financial Operations, Employees,

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Police: 1, Is it his intention to lay onl the
Table of the House a statement showing the
financial transactions of the Lotteries Com-
mission, including a profit and loss account
for each sweep conducted by, or tinder the
control of the commission, showing therein
the details of all expenditure? 2, Will he
give the names of the persons employed by
the Lotteries Commission, the occupation and
salary of each such person respectively?

Time MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, (a) Section 15, paragraph (d), of the
Lotteries (Control) Act, 1932, sets out that
"the Commission shall within thirty days of
the drawing of a lottery condueted' by it,
furnish to the Minister a true and accurate
account of the receipt and disposal of all
property in the condtict of the lottery, and
such account shall be accompanied by a cer-
tificate of the auditor in regard thereto, cer-
tifying whether the conditions of the per-
mit and of this Act and the reg-ulations have
been complied with, and, if not, drawing0
attention to any details of non-compliance."
This instruction has been complied with by
the Lotteries Commission. (b) A balance
sheet will be issued and published at the
close of each year's transactions. 2, An
efficient staff (capable of performing vari-
ous duties) is employed by the Commission.
The salaries paid and conditions of work
are in conformity with the Arbitration
Court awards governing such work.

QUESTION-AUGUSTA ALLOTMENTS.

Mr. LATHAM (without notice) asked the
Minister for Lands: Will he lay on the Table
of the House, papers relating to Augusta
allotments dealt with in the Bill before the
House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
I have the papers and will place them on
the Table now.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1, Forests Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Premier.

2, Geraldton Sailors and Soldiers' Memo-
rial Institute Lands Vesting.

Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

BILL--EMPLOYMENT BROKERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT

AMENDMENT.

As to recommittal-Report.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I
move-

That the report of the Committee be ad-
opted.

Mr. SAMPSON: I move-

That the Bill be recommitted for the purpose
of further considering Clause 5.

Motion put and a division
following result-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against .

Mr. Brockman
Mir. Perguson
Mr. Keenan
51 r. Lathmam
Mr. Melarty
Mr. Needhamf
Mr. Please

taken with time

14
21

"7

Arus.
31r. Sampson1
Mr. Seward
Air. 1. H3. Smith
Alr. Stubbs
M r. Thorn
Mr. Welsh
Mr. Raphael

(Teller.)
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Kong.
Mr. Clother Mr. Rodoreds
Mr. Collier Mr. Bleeman
Mr. Hawke Mr. P. C. L. Smith
Mr. Hegney, Mr. Tonkin
miss Holman Mr. Troy
Air. Kenneally Mr, Wansbrough
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilicock
StrF Marshall Mr. Wise
hir, Millington N1lr. Withers
Mr. Maloney Mr. Wilson
Mr. Munsie (Truler.)

M1-otion thus negatived.

Quiestioni put and passed; Report of Com-
mittee adopted.

ANNXUAL ESTIMATES, 1933-34.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair.

Department of the M--inister for Mines
(Hon. S. W. Mu~tnsie, Minister).

Vote-Mines, £88,678:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
S. W. Munsie-Hannans) ft4.41]: 1 an
proud to have the honour of being Minister
for Mines at this particular period, because
of the fact that the mining ind".stry is
flourisbiniw in this State.

Mr. Stubbs: It is a good job for Western
Australia.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope
the industry will continue to flourish for a
considerable time to comle. With the en-
hanced value of gold, I do not think there
canl -be any doubt about it, as the price of
gold has been so high for the last eighte en
months. I desire to pay a tribute to many
of the mining companies that incurred a
large expenditure in tile reorganisation of
their treatment plants. Under existing con-
ditions many of the mines, even if the price
of gold were to revert to the normal figure,
would still be able to continue operations
at a profit for many years to come. For
that, they deserve every credit. I will not
attempt to give members the detailed history
of gold mining in Western Australia. We
all know pretty well what the mining in-
dustry has done for this State in particular,
and for Australia in general. It is rather
a strange coincidence that on almost every
occasion when there has been a fairly wide-
spread depression apparent, even outside
Australia, gold mining has come to our
rescue. Certainly on one occasion when
Anstrali a was in grave difficulties over a
considerable period, the gold mining indus-

try proved a great factor in restoring the
balance. That occasion was when gold waj
discovered in payable quantities in Western
Australia. I believe the present depression
is the greatest that the civilised worla has
ever experienced and I feel confident that
the gold-mining industry will play an im-
portant part in the rehabilitation of the
British Empire and of the world generally.
Statements have been made, and prophecies
resorted to, regarding what will happen in
the near future, particularly with regard to
the gold-mining industry. Economists have
indulged in prophecies regarding the future
and the results to be anticipated. If I
attempted at thle present juncature to assume
the role of prophet, I am positive I would
be in g-ood company, irrespective of the

direction in which the ultimate results ig-ht
lie, because a considerable number arc pro-
plhesying each way and certainly all cannot
be -right.

Mr. Stubbs; You believe that a prophet
has no hionour in his own country?9

The MINISTE R FOR MINES: I express
the opinion that the price of gold may not
remtain at tile present level, hut I believe
that before it falls it will go still higher.
I do nut think the peak has yet been reached.
If the price does go higher, the industry
wvill be assisted to a far greater extent than
it hias, been in the past. In view of the
negotiations proceeding between various
countries of the world, there is a possibility
that gold will again be standardised; but I
am going to make this prophecy, that I do
not believe it will ever again he standardised
at £4 4s. i1%d'. per oz. If the nations do
revert to the gold standard, I think the
standard wvill he fixed considerably highe(,r.

M1fr. Stubbs: It costs more than £4 to
produce an ounce of gold.

The MIMISTER FOR MINES:- That has
been said all through.

Mr. Marshall: It costA more than four
times £4.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I san in-
debted to 'Mr. Eustace G). Heal, Secretary
of the Bank Officials' Association of South
Australia, for information extending over
several centuries regarding the fixation of
the price of gold. It is no new thing to say
that the price of gold will vary, but the
standard price has varied. The following
figures have been quoted authentically and
I have had them checked as far as possible
and have proved them accurate. The stand-
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ard price fixed for gold
years is given thus:-

Year.
1344
1351
1412
1464

1549
1604 -

1611
1663
1699 .

1770

The standard price to-day remains 84s.
11%/d. As I said before, I do not think cold
will ever revert to that standard value. The
time. has conmc when the fixation of the price
of gold will he considered;: as a matter of
fact, it is being- eonsidered, and I believe that
when a. decisi on is reached the standard w~ill
be much higher than S1%. 11 ,Ad. Thercfore
I am looking forward to a prosperous time
for our golut-inining industry. Let me give
a brief history of the outpmut of gold in
Western Australia. For sonic yearsF up to
1929 the quiantity of gold produced was
gradually declining. In that year 377,176
fine ounces valued at £1,602,140 were pro-
duced. From that year onward there has
been a.n improvement. In 1030 the produc-
tion was 416,369 fine ounces: in 1931,
,510,572 fine ounces, and in 1932, 60.5,561 fine
ounces, the value of the latter in Australian
currency having been £2,572,260. During
the first nine miont-hs of the present year the
production was 46..089 fine ounces valued
fit £1,992,562.

Mr. Lathanm : Arc not your values in
British currency-?

Thne MXINISTER FOR 'MINES: No, Aus-
tralian currency, not including the premium.
TVhe -values are calculated at the rate of £4
4s. 11 /d. pier oz.. Adding- the bounty,
premium and exchange, the value in Austra-
lian currency in 1930 -was £1,864,442; in
19.31, £2,998,1.37; and in 1932, £4,408,642.
Thus in 1932 the value of the premium and
exchange exceeded the total value of the gold
produced in 1029. -No wonder there has been
increased activity' in the industry. For the
first nine months of this year the Australian
value of the output of gold wras £3,559,358
and the three best months of the vear have
yet to come. I make the latter statement be-
cause, for years past, the last three months
of the year have given the largest output of
gold. That is only natural because the whole

in the respwctiye

Per oz.
a. d.

22 91/-
26 0
29 4
32 9%
45 0
60 0
64 11
70 10%
s0 11
86 11%
84 111/,

of the public crushing plants ore kept busy
during the last two oi 2 1/2 months of the
year. Many people who do not get a crush-
ing during the rest of the y ear save up for
a crushing just before Christmas, and natur-
ally the last quarter of the year shows the
largest output. The Government are doing
everything, possible to assist the mininfg in-
dustry. A prospecting scheme was inaugur-
ated by tie Government and the nuniber of
mieil who aceepted the terms of the scheme
and went out prospecting, totalled 2,178.
The men were distributed in the various dis -
triets in the following numnbers:-

Broad Arrow district .. 240
Coolgardie .ISO. . 8
Widgieniooltha .. .. 190
Larldnrille . . -- 125
Menzies ... 120
Norsemian - - .. 25
Kalgoorlie, Kanown, Rurnalpi,

Red Hill, Mt. Monger 315
Rarenstborpe .- . .. 10
Cue .1.1.5.

Laverton .. .. 5
L eoniora ... 66
Meekatharra, Peak Hill . 145
Mt. 'Magnet . . 100
Nia~gara . . 10
S andstone , . 10
Wilana . .. 35
Yalgoo . - 60
Southern Cross . .. 280

Of the 29,178 men, 161 have returned or have
had their sustenance cncelled on account of
having found payable gold, or obtained work,
or for unsatisfactory operations, leaving
2,017 men at present in the field. Of all the
men sent out, only three have been recoin-
mended, since two super-visors were ap-
pointed, to hare their sustenance cancelled.
That speaks volumes for the class of men
and for their good conduct. The supervisors
have dealt with practically all the meii sent
oLut under the scheme, except a few in the
outback districts. Up to to-day the men have
repaid over £600 of the sustenance mioney
advanced. At present there are over 30 par-
ties with parcels booked at State batteries.
That does not include parcels that may be
hooked at private crushing concerns.

Mr. Marshall: Does it include State bat-
teries that are leased?

The MINI\'STER FOR MI1NES: No, it re-
lates to State batteries only; not to batteries
leased or to those to -which subsidies are paid.
We cannot get definite information of those.
I wish to give a few results obtained by
prospecting parties that have gone out and

1605



1606 ASSEMBLY.]

I see no harmn in mentioning the names, as

MeEwen Bros., Higglusville-O tons: 60 ozs.
Endall and party, Widgiernooltha (2 parcels)

17 tons: 88 oas.; value £700.
R. Sanders, Bread Arrow-22 tons: 23 os
Mitchell and pairty, Waunaway (Berdan

Pan)-18 oss.
Cameron and party. Hope's 1111-10 tons.-

10.22 oss.
T. Conway, Wadingarra-li tons: 11.75 ozs.

The reports received front the two super-
visors are gratifying to the Government and
particularly to the M1ines Department.
There is no doubt that the mien who went
out unuder the schemie included exceptionally
few non-triers. There have been ninny mnen
who have not discovered anything of value,
but so far as we can judge the great major-
ity are genuine triers. That being so, many
of the miten wh-lo have not yet lied returns will
make good. At all events, we hope so.
There have been some phenomienal returns
recently. The following are crnshings from
State b'atteries, but not of the ore of men
under the prospecting schemte:-

Boogordie P.A, 1618-1 cwt.: 16 ozs. 13
dwts.

Cue P..-6 tons: 11, ozs. 15 dwts.
One P.A. 2000-S tons:, 12 ass.
Kalgoorlic G.M.L. 5493-22 tons: 11"i ozs.

19 dirts.
Aleckatimarra G.M. 1539--144 tons: 320

ozs. 6 dirts.

On the 26th of last mionth I received a re-
turn fromt MNeuzies. A parcel was put
through the Menzies4 battery of 106 tons
yielding .31S ozs. Ninety per centt. of the
erushings, that have not come from men
who are engaged in the prospecting schemne,
are front new shows. This indicates that
all tile gold in the State has not heen dis-
covered. Gold is coining from all districts
and front places-- that were hitherto un-
Known. The po,.3ibilities are beyond what
can he imagined. The find at M1ulline was
an exceptional one. The party concerned
crushed 50 tons of ore for 1,660 ozs, The
option-holder anticipates having his plant
erected on the mine and to be treating ore
hefore Christmas, and expects to get out of
thle ground sufficient gold to enable him to
pay the £35,'000 in cash, representing the
price of the option. I ish the company con-
cerned luck. Some doubt was expressed by
several people as to the genuineness of this
crushinig. It was suggested that it was

faked, and that the gold did not come from
that Particular phow. We therefore re-
quested 'Mr. Winzar, the Inspector of Mines,
to visit the Iplace and report to the depart-
tnent. When the inspector reached the
showy lie found that both the owners were
away at the battery at Menzies, but they
bad left a manl in charge. The inspector ex-
lylainied who lie was aid what he wanted,
and got permission to look over the mine
for himnself. His report is as follow:-

The present workings are a Little to the
east of the Lady Gladys line, and these two
men, who had been prospecting, were on the
poinit of leaving thenm. Before doing so, they
sank a pothole and got some [cams and then
conic ott to rich values. There are two veins
of quartz varying iii width to 10 inches with
stringers intercepting. These veins are nearly
fiat, with a. pitch to the north, and will prob-
ably turn and form a reef dipping east and
pitc hing northerly. Sample of quartz dollied
showed 1% dwts. of gold to the pound weight.

That should be suffleieiit evidence to show
that the crushing was genuine, and that the
statement as to its being a fake had io
foundation in fact.

Mr. Stubbs: Have they found the lode
yet?

The 11NISTER FOR INES: They are
on the leader front which the gold was oh-
taiined. There is nto doubt the crushing
camec from the leader that was broken fromi
a small hole eight feet deep. I should like
to read one or two of the remarks mnade by
the supervisors of the prospecting scheme.
I had one report the other day iin which the
districts of Broad Arrow and Ora. Banda
aire included. It say&--

There has been nothing of outstanding ira-
portance occurring in connection with the
scemne since nix last report, although there
is a considerable amount of systematic pros-
pecting being carried out at tire different
eanmps visited. Bardoc in this regard is worthy
of special mention. The men are carrying oni
itt a workmnaike manner. There is a ten-
donecy amiong many of our men to start driving
and stopiug at a shallow depth when values
incline to weaken. In suchI cases I endeavour
to impress on their minds that impoverish-
miits occur inl almost all ore bodies at various
so that an amount of backs might be developed
points, and that further sinking is desirable
to Yiheld substantial tonnage. There is a good
percentage of our men raising battery ore, and
tin a couple of months' time the State should
begin to feel the benefit of the scheme.

As an instance of the activity displayed
iii con-nection with the gold-mining industry
in this State, it is notable that since Jau-
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ary this year 26 comnpanies and syndicates
have been registered with the object of
working mining properties in this State.
Nine of these are foreign companies, parti-
culars of the tapital of which are not avail-
able, but of the balance. 17. the amounts
vary from £300,000 to £2,500, and the aggre-
gate subscribed capital amrounts; to £1,621.700.
This shows that a great deal of capital has
been brought into the mining industry. We
know of one company with a capital of
£300,000, three with a capital of £250,000,
one with £200,000, one with £110,000, one
with £100,000, and others with capital rang-
ing from £:50,000 down to £20,000, and from
£15,000 down to £2,500. 1 have particulars
of aill the companies registered in Austra-
lia, and their capital. I should like to refer
to two that have been registered outside
Western Australia, namely the We stern Min-
ing Corporation. Ltd., anid the Anglo Aus-
tralian Gold Development Ltd. For some
time after the present Government took
office, the 'Minister and the department came
in for a good dleal of criticisnm with regard
to the letting of reservations.

'Mr. Marshall: You will get some more to-
]night.

The MNINISTER FOR MINES: Most of
the existing reserv-ations were made prior to
the present Government assuming office. I
congratulate the Minister who let those, for
I believe hie did thle best thing possible in
the interests of the industry. I ain not say-
ing, merely to escape criticism, that most
of the reservations were let prior to the last
general elections. Haa they not been let,
and had I been in office, I would have let
them myself tinder those conditions. I am
not making excuses because the previous
Government did the letting. The Western
Mlining Corporation ha-ve big areas uinder
their control. Until recently, they had only
one area that was a closed reservation. On
that reservation, which is south of Southern
Cross, no prospector can go, and none can
take out a prospecting area or take up any
lease. I granted that close reservation in-
self. I did it knowing the capital that was
behind the company, and their object in go-
ing, to that district. The company believed
there existed a great deal of low-grade ore
principally laterite. The fact that a com-
pany of that calibre was working down there,
and carrying out hand boring operations,
sinking shafts, and making cross-cuts, was
likely to create interest, and I considered

that ieople would flock there to peg out
leases as close as possible to the operations.
On that reservation 25 men are being em-
ployed to-day. Nothing has yet been dis-
covered to warrant the erection of a treat-
ment plant, hut I believe the company will
eventually find something to cause them to
put up the necessary plant. The company
have not been idle. The conditions of the
reservation require a deposit of £10,000 free
of interest with the Treasiury as a guarantee
of good faith. These people have to spend
£15,000 a year to the satisfaction of the
M1inisiter. If that amount is spent in the
first year, the company will he entitled to
withdraw £5,000 of the £10,000 they have
deposited with the Government. Thie hal-
amice of the money will remain in the Treas-
utry, and the comp~any must continue to spend
£15,000 a year to the satisfaction of thle de-
pa rtment.

Hon. W. D. Johinson: What is the area
concerned?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
say from memory. It does, not miatter where
the other area is or what the extent of it is,
because any prospector can go upon any
portion of it and can take out a prospecting
area or a lease, and work it until doomsday.
Prospectors have the same right there as if
it were Crown land. The only stipulation
is that if something is discovered and
the discoverers wish to sell it, they mnst
give the company thle first refusal. I have
had experience of prospecting. If I had
had the opportunity of drawing 15s. a week
from the Government and wanted to go to
a~ny district, I would have chosen this par-
ticuilar locality. I would. have asked the
registrar whether the company had a reser-
vation there. and if so I would have gone
there to prospect. If I bad been successful
in finding a low-grade proposition, that
would have been of no use to me, and that
other people would not look at, but which
this particular company, with its unlimited
capital, would certaily have considered, I
would have been in a favourable position.
I know that the company would not stop
at even £50,000 for a low-grade show. If
I found something rich and wanted to work
it myself, I could do so as long as I liked.
If I did find something that was considered
to contain payable gold, all I would have to
d~o would be to convert the prospect-
ing area into a mining leasRe, which I could
hold for 21 years, just as if it were
Crown land. Since the granting of
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those reservations, the company have more
thant justified themselves in Western Aus-
tralia. They have spent a fair amnount of
money already. So far they have been work-
ing in Ova Bands, Pilbara, Hampton Plains.
Southern Cross, Coolgardie, Norseman and
Jimblebar. The company's actual expendi-
ture for this year in wages alone has been
over £12,000. In addition, they have spent
just on £00,000 in the equipment of aero-
planes for an aerial survey of Western Aus-
tralia.

1%.r. Marshall: A waste of good money.
The IIMSTER FOR MINES: The hon.

member thinks that. I personally do not.
I am indeed hopeful that when the company
'love made their aerial surveys, they will
have discovered some line of lode not yet
known to the people of Western Australia
I have the company's assurance that thE
aeroplanes will land here about the 14th of
this month. They will he marshalled at the
aerodrome. The total additional expendi-
ture, other than that for expert officers, will
be made here. The engagement of the whiole
of the ground staff, except the geologist and
experts, will be made in Western Australia.
The company already have three or four
young men employed, -and they are being
trained for the future work of the company.
'When previously I was Minister for Mines
I granted these reservaitions. I granted the
Mararoa Company a reservation outside
Cute. The Government spent some £4,300
boringf the area to test it at a depth. The
onl ,y stipulation was that if the company
continued mining operations, they should
repay the Government from the value of
any gold won. After the boring the reser-
yation was cancelled, and the ground lay
open until about eight or nine months ago.
Then representatives of the new company
went to the same individual for the purpose
of obtaining an option. They asked for
reservations north and south, which I imme-
diately granted. Then they started boring.
They took a £50,000 option over the pro-
perty, and they could complete it, either by
paying cash, or by paying a certain amount
in cash and the balance in shares.
The option has been exercised.
"The Trto is the name of the company.
They have raised just on half a million of
working capital, and they have been respon-
sible for the discovery, by geophysical sur-
vey outside the boring done by the Govern-
ment, of a lode bigger and better in value.
I believe that within the nest two years at

least 300 men will be wvorking on that mine.
'Ar. Stubbs: It sounds like a fairy tale.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Neverthe-

less it is true. Without that reservation the
g-round would probably have lain for the
next 10 years without any discovery being
made,

Mir. Marshall: How about the Big Bell?
The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: That is

a different reservation. I granted it when
lust in office. The previous Minister for
Mines, presumably on information from
England, extended the reservation for six
months. Mfeantime the present Government
came in Lto office, Immediately after that
the holder of the reservation let an option
oil the Big Bell to the representative of the
Mt. isa Company in Queensland. They con-
tinued the boring, putting dowiL 14 bore
holes. During last week they suspended
operations. My information, for the abso-
lute accuracy of wvhich I cannot vouch, is
that tlhe option holders are perfectly satis-
fled with the results as regards values.
What they want to test from, now un-
til about January next is the method of
treatment best suited for the ore. However,
I cannot absoluitely vouchb for it, though I
believe it to be true. If the Mt. isa Company
exercise the option on the Big Bell, there
will probably be ailother 300 or 350 men
employed on the south side of the railway
from Cue in the near future.

Mr. Lambert: Where are We to get the
poIpulation from?9

The MINISTER FOR MLINES: If the
Government eam do anything to encourage
capital to invest in the Western Australian
mning industry, it will be done, and thou-
sands of men can be found to take employ-
mnent when it is offering. I am not worry-
ing about the time when gold-mining here
will be so prosperous that labour will he
short. Still, I soay express the hope that
that timie is not distant. There has been a
good deal of controversy and criticism
with regard to the Western. Mining
Corporation, and my predecessor's action in
extending Mir. Mandelstam'us option over
Tindall's lease at Coolgardie. To some ex-
tent that criticism may be justified, but Mtr.
MAandelatain did have a reservation some
nine or 10 months prior to the present Gov-
ernment taking office, and the then Mlinister
for Mines, Mr. Seaddan, cancelled the reser-
vation. Mir. M-Nandelstam immediately peg-



[1 NOVEMBER, 193H.]

god three gold-mining leases along the line
of lode, as he was entitled to do. He has
held those areas ever since as gold-mining
leases. Any exemption that he got he ob-
tained through the warden's court in the
ordinary way. On the 27th of last month
his three-mnonths exemption expired, but he
was able again to go into the court at Cool-
gardie and convince the warden that it was
in the best interests of the industry to let
him have a further exemption of three
months. The capital hie anticipated getting,
hie failed to secure. I told Mr. M-Nandeistain
when he interviewed me after the exemption
had been granted, that in future, unless he
secured capital within three months and so
proved his bonia ides, it would be useless
for him to go to the court for any further
exemption, because I would not -uphold the
warden's decision. I thought -Mr. Mandel-
stain had had a fair- go. He is now on the
look-oUt for Cash, and the Western
MAining, Corporation have taken up the
property. They have a drill boring there
to-day. So confident are they about the
lpropertY' that prior to securing the hold
that -Mr. Mlaudeistam had over the three
centre leases, they pegged two leases on the
south end and four oi the north end for
themsvelves. Thus; they now have the whole
line of lode. I hope the boring work they
are pultting in Will Prove just as suecess-
fill as that of the iraroa. Company at

Reys. From a big-company point of view,
Tindail~s is one of the host abandoned shows
to be found in Western Australia. rom.
practical experience anid tests I know of
none better. Prior to MN-r. Mfandelsaam's
getting the ground at all, the Government
reserved it on the advice of Mlines Depart-
ment officials.

Mr-. Lambert. On my advice.
The MTNISTER FOR MIINES: No: not

on the hon. member's advice. The hon.
member is not a Mines Department official.
it was done onl the advice of Mr.
Montcromerv.

31Nr. Lambert: It '-as done at my sugges-
tion.

The "MINISTER FOR MINES: That mnay
be; but the hon. member's advice did not
reach me, nor is there a record of it on the
mie- The hou. member may have recom-
mended M1r. Montgomery to look at the
ground. Three bores were put down at GoIv-
ernment expense for the purpose of trying

to induce capital to go into the proposition,
As each bore went down, the results were
published in the Press to arouse interest. The
first bore averaged just over 6 dwts., and
the lode was 12 feet Wide. To this there was
no response. The second bore averaged a
tittle better than 6 d-wts. over a somewhat
wider body of ore. Still there were no re-
sults. A third bore was put down, and the
first 2 feet of the lode struck wvent 6 ounces
to the ton, the next 2 feet going 2 ounces to
the ton. Those facts were published to the
world, and still the ground remained idle.
For over 18 months it was open to anybody
to take up- Only one company made any
inquiry whatever about it. I am pleased to
say- that a representative of that company,
Mr. Vail, of the Lake View and Star mine,
came to the Mines Department and applied
for copies of the assay results. We gave him
copies, because the results had already been
published to the world. Even with those re-
sut. hie could not secure capital. Mr. Man-
deistain came to me just before leaving for
England, when we W-era in office last time,
and suggested that if I Would grant him the
samne reservation as the Government had over
Tindall's lie would most likely within six
months raise sufficient capital to work the
mine. I said, "You may have the reserva-
tion if no one-"

M1r. Lambert: What were the stipulations?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The only

stipulation was that if anybody worked it
and got gold below where the bore had struck
the reef, they should reimburse the Govern-
lotent the cost of borig. They could work
it for five years. No country ever did so
much to try to get capital into its mining
industr- as Western Australia has done. No
other country ever offered equally favour-
able conditions.

Mr. Lanmbert: 'Will the Government be
rep~aid what they have spent?

The MINISTER FOR INES: Yes. As
a matter of fact the company that has taken
it up has taken over the obligation to repay
the Government. Again, immediatety the
reservation for Tindall's was let, the row
started. I know that just now, with the in-
creased price of gold, peo pte will go any-
where, but I might point out that the West-
ern Mining Corporation was ranted
10 reservations in; at[, one of them
an absolutely closed reservation, and the
other nine open to the public to go in. The
reservations picked out and criticised most
are open to-day for anyone to go on, because
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they have reverted to the Crown. Two of
the reverted reservations were abandoned by
the company, because the company did not
want them.

Mr. Lambert: Which are they7
The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: I have

not the names here, but one was in the Ora
Banda district, the second was at the other
side of Kurnalpi, and the third is along the
Trans. line. Those three reservations have
been abaindoned, and if one went to Kal-
goorlie and publicly declared, "Here is this
g-round open. How many men are prepared
to go out to it?" I do not suppose we would
get half-a-dozen. In this State to-day we
still have, not included in the reservations
granted to this company, at least six million
acres of known auriferous country' with
not a solitary holding on it, yet open to
anybody who might care to go there. If
a company, other than the Western
Mining Corporation, were to come along and
prove their bona fides, as this company did,
and want portion of that land still lying
idle, they would get it from me; and I be-
lieve I would he granting it in the interests
of the mining industry. The granting
of those two reservations to Mr. Claude
dle Bernales has been responsible for
bringing into the State a million of
capital during the last two years. If we
relied on the ordinary average man to get
capital for the mining industry, probably
lie could not raise that much in ten years.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Where did they
raise the capital?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
raised it overseas, and in one instance
£200,000 was placed to the credit of the
company to work on, and in another in-
stance £800,000 was placed to the credit of
the company.

The Premier: And all this country was
lying idle for anyone to go upon.

The MINISTER FOR MIlNES: One
reservation taken up not long ago lay idle
for over 20 years, with the price of gold
at over £6 an oz. Yet immediately someone
came along prepared to give it a fly and
see if it were worth while, and we ranted
the reservation, up went a squeal again. T
will not encourage anybody to bold up land
in this country, I do not care. who the com-
pany may be. I think I have a little in-
fluence with my colleagues, and when it
comes to the granting of reservations I say
that no company shall hold up land unjus-
tifiably while I remain Minister for Mines.

But I am prepared to give any -bona. fide
company every chance to get capital and
create work and employment in this State,
That is all I desire. Now just a word in
regard to other companies being formed by
Mr. Claude de Bernales, who already has
raised £500,000 for the purpose of prospect-
ing five of the reservations he holds. At
present Mr. de Bernales' company have four
or five men employed in the North, in the
Pilbara district, on a reservation. Then
right at the other extremity of the State, at
Ravensthorpe, they have two drills working
on another of their reservations. The in-
tention is to test those reservations in turn.
The company are spending at the present
nmoment as mouch money in wages in West-
ern Australia as would pay them to hold
on the actual working conditions of tile five
reservations thley have at present. So I am
prepared to give them encouragement to gc
on. I know that some mnembers do not agree
with me, but I am firmly of opinion that had
it not 'been for Mr. de Bernales sticking to
Wiluna. as hie did, and getting the capital
into it, there would still be a population of
from~ SO to 100 people in Wiluna.

MrT. Marshall: Nonsense, absolute non-
sense! Wiluna would have gone ahead years
before if de Bernales had been kicked out.

The MTNSTER FOR MINES: it was
there for years, open to almost anybody
who liked to come along for it. When MUr.
dc Bernales got hold of it he certainly held
it for a time, but eventually he got enough
capital into it to make Wiluna, one of the
most prosperous towns ill Australia to-day,
perhaps the most prosperous of all. A
good den] of that is due to Mr. de Bet-nales.
Again, I want to point out that the leases
at the north end lay idle for a number of
years, until Mr. de femnales took a reser-
vation over them. Immnediately he took that
reservation, the same complaint started
about the north end of Willuna. Anybody
wvho wanted to make inquiries about those
mining propositions Ilad only to go to the
department to get detailed infornation.

Mr. Marshall: I have never heard any
complaints in regard to that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have,
and I have been criticised. over it. But there
again Mr. de Bernales has formed a comn-
pany, and there are men working on the
property to-day. I firmly believe it will turn
out trumps and will produce an immense
amount of gold and employ a great number
of men on the north end of Wiluna. That
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wvill be through thle activity and energies of
Mr, de Bernoles, and so I say he is entitled
to consideration.

Mr. F". C. L. Smith: What is he doing
with the Paddington Consols?

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: Holding
it in reservation;. and while he is spending
money developing other reservations I am
going to let hlim hold fPaddington Consols
until hie is ready to go on with it.

Mfr. F. C. L. Smith: How long has he
had it?'

Mr. Latlisur: Any' prospector can go in
on it ?

'Thre -MINISTER, FOR ]MNES: No.
For 20 years anybody could have gone on
to it. it was. -open- whien gold was at
£6 ri1, oz., but no one wvent near
it until it was rralited as at reservation. I
believe that with capital it will become an
important mine. 1 know somlething- of it, for
I worked undeirro-und on it for 21/ years.
Because Mr. de Berales, is not woirking all
his, reservations simultaneously, they say lie
should be amide to give them up. However.
[ wvill not take that attitude. While that or
any ot -her comipany proves its bona fides by
spiending sufficient capital it can continue to
hold its ground, and I believe it wvill be in
tire best interests of the country if it does
so. I have niot a great deal more to say
about the industry. l have here all the figures
of tire gold produced and its total value since
its inception, lint they have been given so
oftepi that 1 (10 niot think it necessary to re-
peat tlienm. Every member of the House
murst know of :thre benefit that g-old minling0
has been to Western Australia. I am rnot
discrediting other- industries. For years past
wheat and wool have been the pr-ineipal in-
dustries in Western Australia, but had it niot
been for goold we would niot yet have had
one-tenth ot tire wool or the wheat that we
have at pireseint;. wye inay have got it in thre
years, to conic, but certainly we would not
hlave had it to-day. It was gold mining that
put Western Australia on the map, not only
as a mineral State, but as an agricultural
State, and so I say the people of the country
ought to be qruite sympathetic to the gold-
mnni industry. In conclusion, I want to
say a word or two about somne other minerals
in Western Australia. We have an imi-
portant felspar deposit out from Coolgardie.
The member for Coolgardie is to he con-
gratulated on the way in which things are
turning out in that district. That felspar

deposit was taken up many years ago,
several times taken up and as many times
abandoned. The present chairman of the
Coolgardie ]Road Board has again taken it
up, and is employing a few mnen there. I
have niot yet seen thle results. However, he
made application to the Tariff Board through
the Commonwealth Government for a duty
of Li1 per toiloon felspar. Unfortunately for
the industry, most of the felspar comes in
freight free as ballast in ships. In those
circumstances, although thle felspar. coming
in is not nearly of the same high grade as
the feispar at Coolgardie, we can-not compete
against the imported stuff. Consequently a
request has been made for a duty of £1 per
ton, and I1 have done everything I could to
further the aplplication. If the duty is imn-
posed, I am satisfied we shall have a fairly
good industry at Coolgardie. from. a mineral
point of view. Dr. Simipsun has analysed
the felspar and this is his report:-

There is no doubt as to the value of the fel-
spar deposit south of TLoadonderry . - . . This
would give the finest felspar in the world....
care must be taken in quarrying . . .. it would
then produce the finest cnanielliag material in
tire world.

I do not think anyone will question Dr.
Simipson's qualifications. Of all the felspar
that has been worked, none of it is said to he
equal to the feispar at Londonderry. None
is So Pure Or so fre~e from quart7 arid other
iron. stains that are detrimental, as that at
Londonderry. We should he grateful that
we have such a deposit, and I am convinced
that the Government did the right thing in
tryinig to assist the muan who is endeavouring
to establish air industry there. AUl that is
as-ked is that a duty of £E1 per ton be imposed
to prevent dumping frour other countries.
At present the holders of the felspar lease
hasve a contract for -100 tons and if they
could secure the inmposition of the duty asked
for-, they could sign a contract to-mnorrow for
3,600 tons a year. At the present price it
will niot pay themn to mine it. As far as it
lays in our power to encourage thre holders
orfithe lease, wve intend to do so. There is
still another deposit in this State that will
in a few years time become very valuable,
hirt whichl unfofrtunaftely jusL h~ow is lying
idle. It is in the Mloore electorate. I refer
to glauconite. There is a fairly good market
for glauconite tile world over, but unfortu-
nately the Aniericans have us absolutely
blulfodl in respect to this mineral. They
have contracts to supply it practically the
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world over. If any finu in a fairly big
way is desirous of entering into a con-
tract to secure glauconite front Austn tin,
the Americans immediately turn round and
say, "If you take it from Australia,
which has only a ]imited supply, you will
not get it from us in the future." The re-
suit is, of course, that we cannot get orders.
We have had this deposit tested to a con-
siderable extent and this is the report-

In a practical test of actual working condi
tions a firm of Bradford dyers capable of deal
ing with a quarter of a. million gallons, the
capacity doubled that of a- similar plant along-
side which were using the American sand.

America at present holds the market, but
in comparison with the American sand West-
ern Australian glauconite has given results
1% to two times above those of the American.

Inquiries have recently been made regarding
the quantities of glauconite available here.
Ameeican interests have been opposing the Aus-
tralian trade and pushing their New Jersey
products by propaganda to the effect that the
Western Australian deposits are of limited
quantity, and that the lasting quality of the
material is deficient. Both argumients have
been proved unsound. The principal deposit
here is located at (Jingin. Trhe indicated. sic
of the deposits qs shown hy geological investi-
gation, enables us to estimate that the de-
posits run into millions of tons.

A private company or syndicate has a plant
established for concentrating the processed
mineral. The industry will certainly expand
to a demand at present prices.

There again with a little judicious advertis-
ing that industry could be opened up pro-
fitably for the Statc. Personally I have
done everything in my power to bring- these
deposits under notice, particularly in Eng-
land. That country is the greatest customer
for glauconite. I have every hope that in
the not distant future there will be a good
demand for the mineral. I have not any-
thing further to say on the Estimates, but
I wish to add that I am proud to be Minister
controlling the industry that is the most
prosperous in the State at the present time.
I hope it will continue to be prosperous for
many years to come. Anything I can do to
help the industry, particularly in the direc-
tion of encouraging outside capital to come
here to assist in its development. I shall be
only teo pleased to do it to the best of my
ability.

MR. MARSHALL (Murehison) [5.50]:
I agree with the Minister to a great extent
that his Governiment, and I believe pest
Governments, have made every endeavour to
foster the mining industry and particularly

gold mining. I also agree that the present
Minister is most enthusiastic and above
everything most emphatic.

The Premier: I do not think he is that.
Mr, M1ARSHK.tL: He undoubtedly pos-

sesses those outstanding qualifications. Per-
haps I should have said that his enthusiasm
is responsible for his emphasis. I express
my great appreciation of the attitude of the
Government in. respect to the scheme to send
men out into the country to prospect for
gold. The scheme has been a greater suc-
cess than anyone could have hoped for, even
the members of the Government themselves.
One could never have expected the percent-
age of successes that has resulted since its
inauguration. It1 goes to show what can
be done with a little courage and determina-
tion on the part of the Government. I re-
member introducing a deputation to the Min-
ister for Mines in the previous Government.
The mission of that deputation was to pre-
sent the possibilities that might accrue to the
moral standard of the commnunity, and the
success from the State point of view, if men
were sent out prospecting instead of their
being paid sustenance in and around the city.
I was astounded to find that the then Min-
ister received the request with dismay. I
remember -his reply well. He said, "You ask
nic to send out prospecting, 1,000 men; if
I were to agree to the proposal it would
later on be necessary to send another 1,000
mna to look for them." It is pathetic
that the then Minister did not have a little
more confidence in the people of the State.

Mr. Sampson: Were there many miners
available at that time?

The -Minister for Mines: Do you want
them all to be miners before you send them
out prospecting?

Mr. AIARSHAlL:- I know of melt who
have never been employed mining and who
wVent out prospecting.

Mr. Sampson: Arc there plenty of quali-
fled prospectors?

The M1inister for M-iines: Prospecting is
a trande. Beca use you arc a prospector, you
need not be a mniner.

The Premier: It is an industry, like
pitin g,

Mr. IMARSHALL: Of course it is. Pros-
pecting to-day is a science,

Mfr. Sampson: I am told that it is dimf-
cult to g-et qualified prospectors.

The Premier: What is a qualified pros-
pectorI
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Mr. Sampson: One who understands what
is required.

Mr. MARSALL: In the early days dis-
coveries; were made principally by reason of
the exposure of gold on the surfiace.

Mr. Sampson: Many prospectors have
been lost.

Mr. Coverley: It is at pity you were. not a
prospector.

MAr, 'MARSHALL: In the early days the
mission was to look for alluvial gold and
fortunately for 'Westorn Australia it was
found in abundance. Two of the most
coutrageous prospectors the State has ever
known found their way through from the
Kimberleys to Nannine. An expedition
like that in the early days was anything but
pleasant, because there were no known water
supplies and there were practically no
squatters, whilst the blacks hal to be con-
tended with. Very little was also known of
the physical features of the country. Yet
the prospectors of the timie battled on, Those
two men made discoveries on the Mainland
ait Naunine. They were, however, induced
to leavc there arid they led others to believe
that they were going in the direction of
Kalgoorliie. Tnstead, they went behind the
Thla--nd at Nanniuc and there they picked up
about 800 oz-. of alluvial gold. This kind
of thing eon be said of most of our gold-
fields to-day. A good deal of gold was
found because inuch was exposed on the
surface, and it had been lyi-ng there century
upon centupn. It was just a matter of com-
ing along with eyes opent, picking it up, and
tracing its source. That ('oes not apply to-
day. M:N~n have to use tact and they must

ps es -eperience. They must loamn and
eodteen to follow traces. They have no real
clue; they work on judgment. There a-re
thoueands of propositions yet to be un-
earthed and only men of experience and
ilctcnnination will succeed. The prospector
to-diiy reqluirPq to have commonsense and
kourage and most of all he must not he
disheartened because he has not been suc-
cessful at the beginning as were
Bayley and Ford and Pat Hlannan
who found the precious metal before
they were out any length of time.
Let it be said to the credit of those wnio have
gone out in recent times, that throughout
my electorate, prospectors, wbo are for the
mast part -young, have worked with deter-
mination. They are eager and, in all re-
spects, they are credited by the local people,

who are pretty good judges, with being
splendid triers.

The Mlinister for Mlines: So they are,
taken as a whole.

The Preniier: Qumite a mnmber of theni
are youing men who possess initiative.

imr. MUARSHALL: And what is more,
they are applying it. They are not loafers,
but triers. I 'spoke to one of the inspectors
at Nallen a little while ago, after he had
passed through the greater portion of the
prospecting area and] had come into touch
wvith the grleat majority of those wno were
operating over the known gold field there. He
told me that out of all the prospectors, there
w ere twvo on Iy that h e t hought were not actiua
triers. He said be was giving them a chance
and had not taken -any action regarding
thenm, He informed me that they had n1ot
made mnuch progress and appeared to have
slowed down on the job. He thought it
migpht have been on account of lack of know-
ledge and experience, and he had therefore
given them advice and told them what they
should do. He informed me that on his return
he would hare a ]ook at them to see what
progress they had made in the meantime.
Those who know the inspector I have in
mind, appreciate what a wonderfuly good
man he is. That inspector -was prepared to
give even those two men every chance to
nrake good. There is another aspect of the
scheme that is to the credit of the Govern-
ment. It is tha these men wvill learn the
nature and freedom of life on the gold fields.
They will get a sense of independence that
they could never have developed had they
remained in the city, in camp at Blackhoy,
or in institutions, and been paid 7s. a week.
The Government's scemere means that there
is a possibility of 2,000 young men develop-
ing into worthy citizens, whereas, had they
remained in the city tinder the conditions
I have indicated, they would have hecome
demoralised.

The Premier: They are imbibing the soul
of the bush.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: That is where both the
Premier and I went first. We went to the
bush, and we are certainly no worse off be-
Cause we did so. This particular pha-c of
the scheme alone makes it worth while, and
the results achieved have been beyond expec-
tations. I do not think the M1inister antici-
pated such results.

The inister for Mines: I certainly did
not expect the results -we are getting to-day.
[ never dreamed we would get them.
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Mr. MARSHALL: No one could have
anticipated such results. I had sonie sym-
paSthy with the -Minister's predecessor in
otfice, and I thought there might hie some
trouble. Hlowever, when mnent are willing to
go out into the back cowntry and are deter-
mined to make good, they genierally achieve
their objective. When gold was first dis-
covered in Western Australia, hundreds. of
the men that were attracted to the fields had
paver before had experience of bush life.
Lawyers, doctors, accountants and mnent of
standing from tine Old Country, who had
tiever seen a big tree or knew what the bush
was, participated in the rush, and miade
good. They were not men who had had any
experience ini gold-mnining, hut they wveic
determined to try their luck. They had thle
necessary courage and thre initiative thant
enabled] them, in many instances, to operate
successfully. The member for Nedhauds
(Bun. N. Keenan) was one of those wyho
walk-ed in the w-ake of the men who wvent out,'
and speculated on their success. Credit
niust be given to him and to others in the
sanme category bxeause we cannot have pros-
pectors without somecone to finanice them. It
is to the credit of many of our citizens that,
although they were losers in tine end, they
supported thle prospectors in their work.

Mr. Patrick;, The 'y did not get much back.
Mr. MARSHALL: Unforturiately that is

so. On the other hand, they had faith in
the State, and proved their citizenship by
assisting in the promotion of thre industry
and hacking the prospectors, As I have
done in years gone by, I again raise my voice
in protest against thre treatment mneted out to
prospectors by the department with reference
to the charges at the State batteries.
I know I will find myself in conflict with
the Minister onl this point; I can appreciate
his conceptioti of the position. Neverthe-
less I protest against thre battery charges
because I regard thenm as unfair. I wilt
probably receive from the Minister at simjilar
reply to that which was furnished by his
predecessor inl offie. There have been mnany
changes in regard to the charges, conditions
and concessions, which formerly applied ait
the State batteries. The Government have
abolished entirely, free crushiugs of ore from
new fields. Ev:en that is not so drastic a
change as sonic others that have been
authorised. I shall mention one or two. For
instance, there is no rebate allowed now in
respect of low-grade ore. That, in my

opiion, is s-a reely fair. More particularly
is that 6o when we tire sending out on pros-
peetiv.g work mren who are not really good
judges of the value of ore, It cannot be
expected of themt util they have more ex-
perielnce. .Sucli in nitty pt a crush1iig
through an.1d thle Values may he a little lower
than anticipateLd. Should that be the p~osi-
tion, the inexperienced prospectors have to
shoulder tie loss. At one time, a rebate wvas
allowed on low-grade ore below a certain
value. That concession assisted in the devel-
optuout of low-grade propositions, but that
arrangemfent has now been cancelled. I
know that thle Minister will say in reply,
that now gold has reached the value obtain-
tig at the morrient, prospectors in thle gold-
miing] iiidistrv shouild he able to stand on
their ownk feet. Ini reply, I would eniphasise
thle point that irrespective of whether gold
were to bie valued at £20 anr ounce to-
morrow, prospectors; wiho are not getting
gold, or muchi of it, cannot reap any benefit
from that value. That is what is happening:
at the State batteries to-daty. If a mnan is
dealing with rielh ore and is able to get a
g-ood crushing, it may be said that hie is all
right and can afford to hear the altered eon-
ditions, concessions and charges. On the-
other hand, the mnan w'ho is on a low-grade
propos ition, is mnerely eking out anl exist-
ce. e is not ill a position to stand the

financial consequences involved in the iiew
arangemients. it must he remembered that
the prospectors are thep chief patrons of the
State batteries, and T do niot think the Min-
ister hraq acted wisely inr declining to rein-

saethe conditions and rates that Iprevailed
formerly. There has also beeni anl alteration
with regard to thle charges for the treat-
mnent of tailinqN. At one time the charge
was Ts. a ton, but now it is 2 dwts. S grs.

Thle NI mister for M1ines: They are worth
mnore now.

Mr. MARSHTALL1 : I know, but that does
not say the alteration is right. If there is
any argument iii the Mfinister's contention
that thle inicreased value of gold justifies the
prospectors tolerating the alterations that.
appl 'y at State batteries, the Minister can-
not, have it both ways. To my mind, thre
deductions after- treatmnit of tailings are
al1tog-ether too great. Then there is a deduc-
tioni of 20 per cent. for mioisture, and the
batteries pay only oiln a7.5 per cent, extratc-
tion.
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The Minister for Mines: They do not de-
duct 20 per cent. all round.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: At any rate, in my
electorate that deduction is made: it may
be that the ore mined is of the type to which
that deduction is applicable. I know the
deduction is made at practically every State
buttery in mny electorate. I do not think that
policy is sound, I have ntever agreed with
it, and have always expressed mny opposition
to it. Owing to the restrictions mnaking
the position intolerable to those who are
not getting large returns of gold, we are
discouraging lpeople from embarking upon
prospecting operations. We have the anom-
alous position of the Government paying
men 155. a week sustenance in order to en-
courage them to go out prospecting, and
then, when it comes to treating whatever
ore they may di scorer, restrictions and
obligations arc placed upon themn that make
their position almost impossible. It must
be conceded that 50 per cent, of the pros-
peators are not getting- sufficient gold to
enable theiu to maintain themselves. The
restrictions I have referred to are makring
their position more difficult, and I do not
think the M1inister can justify the existing
conditions.

Sitting stespende4I frolla 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL :Before leaving the
matter of State battery charges, I desire to
raise another point in support of my conten-
tion. I wish to remind the 'Minister that for
approxiiuately the last three years, the State
Batteries Departnient have had the privilegec
of ha-ving the costs of -running their batteries
materially reduced. Wages have been re-
duced under the financial emnergency legisla-
tion, and I suggest that all requisites nepces-
sarv for the conduct nf the batteries; have
been reduced in price. The previous Gov-
ernment inaugurated certain alterations to
the regulations and the present Government
are perp~etuating thenm. The Jimblebar bat-
tery--the. most isolated battery owvned by the
State-is about *300 miles north of MNeeka-
tharra. One man employed there wrote me
that his wages were 1-s. per dlay, and I think
the statement was true. That is a positively
ridiculous wage to pay a man in that part of
the State. That Payment Would apply gen-
erally to State batteries. NYotwithstanding
the reductions enjoyed by the department,
tbey are still further reducing their costs and

placing on the prospectors the responsibility
for making the batteries pay. I do not want
the Minister to tell me what his predecessor
told ice. I an not arguing that those men
producing gold in fairly large quantities, or
even in payalie quantities, should not pay a
fair charge, bitt be must concede that quite
a number of State battery patrons are not
producing sufficient gold to enable them to
hear the burden imposed by the altered regu-
lations. Exorbitant deductions are made for
the treatment of tailings or sanids. If the
MNinister advances the argument that the
pm esent price of gold warrants the alterations
made, he cannot justify the 2 dwts. 8 grains
deduction. I su-ggest that that is a most un-
satisfactory basis onl which to assess the cojst
of sand treatment. The mnii wouild lie far
better off if somne definite cash charge were
made. At one time we had a charge of 7s%
per ton, but that, has been. altered in favour
of the '2 idwt. 8 -rains, deduction. It would
be better to increase the charge to 1.0s. or
even 12s. per ton, for then the prospector
would know exactly what it was costing him.
With the ever-fluctuating value of gold, it is
difficult for prospectors to trace what the
Government are getting for the treatment.
A charge of 7s, 11cr ton for the treatment of
sands would be ample. Certain proplositionls
are being treated in this State akid, I under-
stand, are payinig the capital cost of erectingv
the plant for treating tailings of less than
7s. value. It is time a stict investigation
was made into the ramifications of the State
batteries. I argue that the preCsent system
baa a harmiful effect. We pay nien 1s. a
week sustenance to go out prospecting and
then, whenm they arc. developing the industry,
we place onl diem such obligaitions as to mnake
it imipossible for them to continue. I wish to
ask the M1inister-it. is the first tinie I have
asked him, thoug-h I have preferred the re-
quest to his pmedecesxoms.-.-to alter the
M1ininge Act covenantsi regard imig the for-
feiture of leases. T do not ask that tile
present system be abolished. If a tun de-
sires to apply for the forfeiture of a lease,
lie makes a search and watches for a period
of three days, and when lie can prove that
the lease has not been worked for three eon-
seeuth-e days, he takes the ease to the warden
and applies for forfeiture. The Minister
knows that quite a large area of land is held
uip because men hesitate to apply for for-
feiture. That is only natural. Most of our
gold(fields are isolated places; I exclude Kal-
goorlie and Boulder wichel are practically
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cities. Away from those cities-north, or
-west, or east as far as the auriferous country
extends-we have snsall towns. where ever-
body knows everybody else, and all the peo-
ple are more or less personal friends. If at
resident of one of those small towns holds a
lease, it is only' natural that although somec-
one else might like to get possession of it to
work it, he would hesitate because it is held
by a friend. In sonic instances men have
had the tem~erity to apply for forfeiture and
the result has been almost a riot. Such men
have been, declared professional junipers and
men of no principle; all sorts of allegations
have been levelled, because application has
been made for a lessee to comply ith the
covenants of the Mining Act. The difficulty
could be overcome by alteringY the Mining
Act making it possible for the Government
Inspector of Mines to call upon the holder
of any lease or prospecting area to show
cause wvhy his holding should not be for-
f cited.

Hon. N. K~eenan: You would assume him
to be guilty?

31r. 'MARSHALL: No, I would not have
that onl my mind.

Hon. N. Keenan: But you would.
Mr. MVARSHALL: Any person desiring

to wvork a lease or prospecting urea would
have no desire to create consternation in
the town and have nastly allegations made
against him, but he could inform the In-
spector of MKines that A certain lease had not
been worked for many months. I do not
see why the lessee shiould not 'be called upon
to appear before the court-to do so would
not cost him. anything-and show cause why
hie had not worked it.

Hon. 2%. IKeenan: What would be thc
proof?

Mr. MARSHALL: There would be no
proof .,

lion. N. Keenan: It would be assumed.
Mr. MAR SHALL: Yes.
Hon. N.\. Keenan: Is not that against your

principles?
IMr. MAR SEALL: NO; the owner -would

present his case and the warden would give
his decision on the evidence submitted. Any
muining inspector could say definitely whether
a lease had been worked within the preced-
ing three days. It would be utterly impos-
sible to work a lease without showing the
results; the footprints of the workmen would
indicate whether it had been worked. There
are leases--some, I suppose in the Minis-

ter's electorate-that have not been worked
for months onl end. The lessees have not
applied for pro tection or exemption, but
are holding in the hope of getting a pre-
miun should there be a development in or
around the lease. That is quite wrong. I
have previously argued along these lines.
Quite a large area is held up simply because
men hesitate to apply for forfeiture. No
injury would be done to anyone if my sug-
gestion were adopted. If I reported to an
inispector that a certain block -was not being
worked, the inspector would not be obliged
to take action on my statement. He would
ascertain for himself. He might agree that
it had not been worked for a considerable
time, anid would call uponl the lessee to
appear before the court and show cause why
the lease should niot be forfeited. That is
one reason why I a-in against the Mfinister
on the question of reservations. I intend
to show tlhat his attitude has been the means
of rewarding anr individual to an extent
that I consider is outrageous. if the
laws Of the land permit of a man
receiving an] area of country on specific
conditions that he will do certain things.
arid if he fails to comply with the
conditions, what right has he to th e
land? He is not entitled to it at all.
The practice has grown up for a manl to get
hold of a block of land close to where de-
velopment is going on. Ultimately a large
S1171 of money may be l)aid for the area on
which the development is occurring, and in
turn the holder of the other block can de-
mand a big price for that which be holds,
Lessees know when they apply for a block
what is expected of theni, and 'yet they seemn
to be able to go on -with impunity, evad-
ing the law. They do not use their leases
themselves but hold them for speculative
purposes. In ruany casc.4 they are able to
reap large profits. I hope the Minister while
in office will snake some effort to overcome
that difficulty. Thle Act should be amended
to prevent this jobbing, and stop any per-
son from holding land and breaking the law
uinder which it was granted to him. Just
now, whilst huge sums are being paid to
keep) men on prospecting work, is the time
when we should make available to them every
area %ye have that is4 free. Under present
conditions the Government are forced to
.send the men further out and still further
out in search of gold, when probably there
is gold to be diseovered at their very door-
step. No one, however, can touch that gold,
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although the area on which it may he dis-
covered is beig hold by someone who is )lot
using it. No one should be allowed to re-
tamn possession of a lease unless he complies
with the conditions imposed at the time he
got it. Reference has been made to reserva-
tions. I have no complaint to make against
those reservations which have been granted
under the conditions referred to by the 'Min-
ister this evening, areas that are being
worked, but I do complain about those upon
which the holders are doing nothing, when
it is impossible for any one to apply for
their forfeiture. A reservation should be
granted in the samne way as any ordinary
lease is granted. It should be the subject

ofan alpplication before the warden. We
have sufficient confidence in our wardens to
kn~ow ihat they will do t- right thing. If
a person wants a reserve to-day lie goes to
the Minister and applies to him for it. No
one in the district concerned knows that any
reservation has been granted, until some-
thing happens. In otne ease a warden on
the Murchison was playingp a round of golf.
Hie knew that a particular area had been
granted as a reserve, but no one else- knew
it. WIhile playing golf lie saw a man pros-
pecting and asked him what he was dolig.
The prospector said he had found traces Qf
gold that he intended to follow uip. The
warden said that he was on a reserve and
would have to go. That particular reserve
has beer held for twoc years. If the holdr-r
had brought money into the country and had
developed the area I would1 have no right
to object. Let me instance the ease of the
Big Bell, a reserve granted by the Minister.
With the assistance of the Government the
holder of the reserve did some boring. A
reserve was also made along the east side of
the Big Bell in order to protect the interests
of the lessee. He told the present 'Minister
and the previous M-Ninister he was positive
lie could get a huge sum of money put into
the proposition if he could have the reserve
held for .six or twelve months.

The Minister for Mines: Six months.
Mr. MARSHALL: He held it for 4A

years without doing a thing upon it, and
without raising any money for it. The pro-
position has now been pat up to another
company, and the lessee is likely to make a
huge sum of money by holding this area out
of use for 44 years. If we are going, to
allow jobbing in our assets let the Govern-
ment get the profit and not the individual.
Take the Quinn reserve. No one can go

upon that, although the area comprises 5,000
acres. People seem to want pastoral leases,
not mining leases; and yet two of the big-
gest gold producers which have paid for-
tunes to the owners, and out of which the
owrners p~rovided all the equipment and de-
velopmnental expenses-I refer to the Fenian
and Ingliston Consols at Meekatharra-
were only six acres a piece in extent.
Every company that seeks to miake a start
in 'Western Australia seems to want all time
auriferous country to start on. They wilt.
not begin op~erations without a reserve. I
have nothing to say against a bona tide corn-
pany that brings mooney into the State, bum.
I will jiot be a party to individuals who,

with~~~ oi-tnus otive to get hold of

these concessions, and hold them in order
that they may derive great profit for them,
selves. Wiluna was never a reserve. The
only reserve there was one that was granted
at thec north end. The people concerned em-
plo 'yed three men to the acre, worked the
leases, p~aid the rents, and fulfilled all the
conditions required] of them. The other two
reserves I have mentioned were only manned
for a brief period. I think something was
done on the reserve at Day Dawvn, but nut
f or long. In the case of the Big Bell no
mlan has ever been employed. I certainly
object to these areas being held out of pro-
ductivitv for so long a period. The Iris-
tory of gold rmining leases at Wiluna con-
stitutes a long- andi sad story. They wvere
miever thrown open to the public, and it was
not competent for any one even to apply
for their forfeiture. I have spent hours
complaining about the attitude adopted by
M1r. de lBernales. HPe bought the area origins-
Aly from Bewick, AMoreing and Company
for a small sum, Shortly after that his,
assets were put into liquidation. This meant
that no one could apply for the forfeiture
of the leases, because they constituted part
of iris assets. A n would have been ob-
liged to apply to a Supreme Court Judge
to get the right to make an application for
forfeiture. Although Mr. da B'ernales failed
to comply with the provisions of the Act
he Could not be touched. Whilst. he was in
liquidation, he was able to pay £1,400 for
the Happy Jack Lease, and put that into
liquidation. The men 'who were -working for
him prior to that were given post-dated
chbeques which were never met. Other peo-
ple could have done what he dlid if they
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had the same law controlling themn as he
had. The employees concerned had to leave
their wives and children to the care of the,
business people of the town while the broad
winners had to walk about in seaach of work,
althoug-h huge sumns of money were owing
to them. U1r. de Bernales idea was to bold
on to the leases until lie got what hie wanted
for them. 'He was jobbing inl the assets of'
the country. When I got ready a Bill that
was to force him to work these leases lie be-
gan to make a. move. He manned and
worked the leases, because lie was obliged
to do so. He could not finance the venture,
and sold one of them at a uxuchi lower
figumre that he had orig-inally demanded.
Then I am told here that this is a great man.
We could all be great at the expense of
other lpeople, at the cost of suiffering to
miners and their wives and children. Other
men played a prominent part in the fnr-
ther development of the Wiluna mines once
they got possession of those mines. Men
in Ktalgoorlie who are well known to the
Minister were aware of the value of those
leases, and probably would have worked
them. years before, given the opportunity.
But de Berunles has always been able to
secure protection from Ministers for years
past. For 20 years he has held up 'huge
areas. He would inever have gone into 'Wil-
una but for being forced either to do that
or forfeit. I feel annoyed every time I
think of the history of Wiluna. However
I am highly pleased that the place is now
being developed. I could say much more
with regard to Wiluna leases, but perhaps
I have said enough. I care not who the
Minister for Mines may be, I do not want
hins to tell me about the value of that in-
dividual de Bernales. I wish to take this
opportunity to thank all tile officers of the
Mines Department, without exception. With
every respect for the officers of the other
departments, who admittedly are all cap-
able men, I must pay a special tnibute to
the Mines Department officials. They are a
wonderful collection of efficient and symn-
pathetic men, and most eager to assist the
industry. One who deals with them as often
a; I do, should take the opportunity to
thank them, one and all, for generous con-
sideration of every proposal submitted to
them by me. I deeply appreciate the treat-
ment I have invariably received from them.
I agree with the Minister that the mining
'2ndustfl' will continue on tile ul1) grade.

There is no prospect of the precious metal
ever returning to the old standard value.
That is a most promising feature from thE
gold-mnining point of view. It is true, as
the Minister said, that gold-mining is the
industry which has developed Western Ass.
tralia. Even in its days of trial, in its lean
period, it has heen a wonderful. asset to the
State. While railway concessions are given
to wheat-growers, and various eoncession5
to others, it is tile gold-mnining industry, and
the workers in that industry, that have to
finance the concessions. It is unfair that
the development of gold-mining should
always be retarded in that way. The men
working in that industry should not be ro
handicapped by unduly heavy railway
charges. The concessions given to other
producers have put them on the plane of
success. The Mfihister for Mines shoulg
urge on his colleagues that settlers in the
wheat. belt and in the South-West who can
afford to pay should be made to pay. The
ruining industry should not be called upon
to foot the bill all the time, in lean as well
as in prosperous periods. Gold-mining is
a great asset to Western Australia, and has
been lpractieailly its salvation during the de-
pression. Just imagine 5,000 men off the
dole at Wiluna aloud! Throughout my dis-
trict every little township is act ive and pros-
perous. The Minister is right in his fore-
cast that shortly there will be 300 men em-
ployed at 'Nararoa. I hope the Big Bell will
flourish. Around Yalgoo and elsewhere on
the goldfields. unemployed are rapidly being
absorbed. Gold-mining employs mnen. by the
hundred, as compared with units employed
by other industries. Gold-ruining creates a
market for other producers. I appreciate
the full explanation given by the Minister
this afternoon, and I tender to him my sin-
'cere hope for a long reign in the Mines
Department.

MR. F. C. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Iv an-
hoe [8.3] :Tn view of the prosperity and
activity prevailing in the gold-mining indus-
try, there can be little complaint concerning
the amounts, allotted to it, except perhaps
On the ground of their insuifficiency. It is
true that the Mfines \Tote shows; an increase
of £-1,154 over last year; but when it is re-
membered that the figure for 1933-34 is
£C16,538 less than that for 1929-30, one
must admit that in view of the prevailing
acti'vity in goldmining, expenses must have
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been cut to the bone in tile Mines Depart-
ment. I believe I am right in saying that
a large proportion of the saving shown is
acuunted for byv reductions inl the salaries
of the departmental officers. I join with
the previous speaker i31 expressing my ap-
preciation of the attention received at the
hands of those officers, andl my recognition
of the ability and efficiency with which they
carry out th eir duties. On e canl iniaqzine the
feelings of those officers, staffing at depart-
],eoit whose activities relate to alu industry
enjoying a prosperity which it never pre-
viously enjoyed in the history of Wester-n
Australia. These same officers have to make
a common sacrifice with othei- officers at-
tached to depa rtmnents dealing with phastes
of industry not exhibiting the same measure
of prosperity, and perhaps riot calling
equalliy upon the time and energy of those
other officers at the present juncture. It is
true that thle goldminimg industry has shown
some recognition of the need or desirable-
ness of permitting the workers in the
industry to enjoy a share of the prevailing
prosperity' ; bitt that does not apply, as at
least in some metaure it should apply, to
the ifficers of thle Mtines Department.. There
is one little matter, not of grave import-
ance, ;)ut involvinag a desirable alteration in
connection witi: the 'Mines Department. I
refer to the department's annual report. It
would lxe much lure useful amid jinformative
to members of this Chamber anid the public
if it were brought up to the close of the finl-
ancial year instenad of l at present, the
end of the calendar Year. The report now
submitted to uts covers the 12 months ended
December, 1932. It was presented to the
'Miniister in, March, 19331, three months after
the close of the calendar year. A further
period of three months has lapqed since
the close of thle finaiicial year. The Esti-
-mates are usually' discussed at this period,
aind I see no reason why the department's
report should not be made tip to the end of
the financial year. It is a gratifying feature
of the goidmining industry of this State
that out of 889,315 fine ounces produced in
the Commonwealth last year, no less than
C605.561 fine ounces were produced in West-
ern Australia. or 83 per cent. of the total
gold production in the Commonwealth. We
have good reason to conm-atulate ourselves
-upon that fact. The total gold production
of this State to tile end of 1932 is valued

at L167,450,165; and onl that amount we
hiave received premiums or bounties total-
ling £5 .501,619, representing a total value
produced of £172,951,784. Those figures
indicate what a valuable industry goldiniin-
in.g has beeun and is to Western Australia.
During tile past y-ear not only have more
inines come into the dividend-paving list,
but the amount of dividends paid has been
greatly in excess of that of the previous
year. This indicates a wonderful prosperity
in those dividend-paying mines, many of
which a few years ago were thioug-ht to
have reached practically the end of their
profitable existence. Over all the years
that the Chamber of M1ines has existed,
there has has been a continual tenidenicy to
cry poor-Inolith and to prophesy thme end
of a number of gold mines; bt the pro-
phets that arose ever 'y rear ave been falsi-
fied by the result, and to-day we find thnt
the future of tile Golden ilat an' I-ate,
appears to be as soun~d as at any time dur-
ing the past 30 years. Last year, the Sons
of Owalia paid in dividends £16,250, thle
Associated Mines paid £14,884, the Boul-
der Perseverance paid £24,959, the Great
Boulder Proprietary paid £C65,625, the Lake
Vliew paid £66,000, the South Kalgurli
paid £31,250, the Golden Horseshoe returned
capital alnounting to £-55,000, the South
Kalgurli returned capital amounting to
£02,500, and in addition the South Kal-
gurui distributed a bonus to their share-
hlolders amountinig to £31,260. So in thle
aggregate, what withl return of cap~ital,
dividends and bonuses, no less than £366,-
718 was paid for 1932. We realise that
the revival in, the inidustry and the cap-
acity to pay these dividends arise lar-gely
out of the increased price of gold, which
was not anticipated a few years ago; one
would have been looked upon as a mnad-
man to suggest the possibility of such a
thing. 'rie prosperity in the goldniining
industry, I regret to say, is largely due to
the difficulties in which other industries
find themselves, and undoubtedly is a gift
from the gods. It has arisen entirely out
of the monetary policy, and what we are
pleased to call economic conditions. In
1931, the ruining industry' recognised that
it was enjoying a prosperity having a1l)-
normal features, and about March of 1931,
when a reduction in the basic wage on the
goldlfields was declared as the result of an
alteration in the cost of living figure, the
Chamlber- of Mines was good enough to ex-
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tend a measure of recognition to its em-
ployees; good enough to show that it realised
that the prosperity it was enjoying should
be shared by those who for many years
had worked for a low wage because it was
claimed that the industry was in a par-
ious condition. When prosperity came as
the result of economic conditions, the
Chamber of Mines informed the unions
that it was recommending to its members
not to apply the reduction in the basic
wage. Consequently the mining employees
retained a margin of 8s. a week over the
basic wage declared by the Arbitration
Court. That was in i1%arch of 1931. In
October of the same yea;, this margin of
8s. a week was retained to the employees
in the mining industry as the result of an
agreement entered into between the em-
ployers and the employees, but it was not
retained without the employees giving
something for it. The agreement was ar-
rived at as the result of a deal of bargain-
ing, and the unions bad to forego certain
privileges in order to retain that monetary
margin. For instance, they lost the privi-
lege of taking their holidays en bloc, to
them a cherished privilege. And they had
to submit to an alteration in the condi-
tions applying to work done in hot places.
Previously a working shift wvas reduced
where the temperature exceeded 76 degrees
wet bulb. That wvas a very satisfactory ar-
rangement, and it wvork-ed well for years.
What I want to point out is that the re-
tention of the existing wage when it was
conceded in March, 1931, was greatly ap-
preciated hy the employees. It actually
meant an increase of 10 per cent. above
the basic wage and represented a benefit to
the employees commensurate with the in-
crease in the price of gold, for at that time
the goldmining industry was enjoying a
premium of £1 4s. 9d. For the first six
months of 19831 the average Premium on
the nominal price of gold represented £1
4s. 9d. per ounce, or 211/4 per cent, in-
crease. So whilst the mining companies
enjoyed a 211/ per cent, increase in the
value of their product, they extended to
their employees 10 per cent. increase in
their wages. The employees did not com-
plain about that. Having regard to the
attitude of the Arbitration Court and their
experience as applicants before that
court, they were well satisied with their
position. For many years the employees in
the mining industry were the lowest-paid

class of workers in the Commonwealth, and
the hardships and the incidence of disease
in the industry were never recognised in
the wages granted, until Mr. Justice Burn-
side gave the men a decent award in 1920.
That award did not continue for long, be-
cause pretty soon afterwards the men had
to submit to a reduction of Is. a day and,
a little later, to a further reduction of is. 6d.
per day. At that time, when they had been
reduced 2s. 6d. per day below the Burnside
award, the employees in the industry, tak,-
ing into consideration the nature of their
employment, were the worst-paid workers in
the Commonwvealth. They have no reason
at all to be pleased with their experience
of the Arbitration Court. The last time the
union was before the court applying, for art
increase on the existing wage, the wage that
applies in the industry to-day, the court told
them that it could not give them the re-
quested increase, owing to the financial posi-
tion of the industry. It looked as though
the conditions applying to the work, and the
nature of the work generally, were disre-
garded out of consideration for the financial
position of the industry. It was specifically
stated that that was the reason. Because of
that, there has sprung up on the goldfields
the opinion that the court's attitude on that
occasion arose out of some power existing
tinder the Act for the court to take the pros-
perity of an industry into consideration when
making an award. But the Arbitration
Court in this State has not that power. It
has never concerned itself with the prosper-
ity of the industry when fixing wages, ex-
cept in regard to one particular, wvhich is
that it has indicated it is of no use fixing a
wvage higher than the industry can possibly
pay. But it has only worked, as I pointed
out, in one way; it does not work the other
way. I wish to express the opinion, because
of the feeling that has grown up as the re-
stilt of the last decision of the Arbitration
Court, that the high price of gold in itself
does not justify the expectation that the
court on account of that higher price,
would grant a higher wage than that
now prevailing if an application were made
to it. If a record of the court's attitude to
employees in the industry is any guide, the
belief shotuld be entirely the other wvay. Not-
withstanding whatever viewpoint the Arbi-
tration Court may be guided by, or whatever
legislation the court has to follow, it keeps
the employees within. certain limits,
and compels them to accept a small
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margin above the basic wage. There canl
lie no question that there is a justification
to-day for a higher wage that that existing
at present. I have already pointed out that
in October, 1931, when the existing agree-
clent was entered into, the mines were en-
joying a higher premium than they enjoyed
when they first conceded to the employees
the 8s. margin. In March, 1931, when that
concession was granted, the companies were
enjoying a 211 per cent. premium on the
price of gold, hut in October, 1931, when
bo0th parties entered into an agreement and(
retained that concession, the mining con,-
panics were enjoying a .58 per cent. p~remiunm
on the price of gold. Taking it onl the
latter basis and assuming that both sides
agreed to the conditions laid down that the
£4 6s. base was a fair proposition, as they
(lid agree, when the mining comiparni.es were
enjoying a .58 per cent. premnium on their
gold and the employees had a 10 per cent.
increase over and above the basic wage,
the least the mining companies might do to-
day, when they are enjoying nu 89 per cent.
premium, is to give an increase in
the wage over and above the basic wagre
that will bear a relation between the
89 per cent, they are at' present receiv-
ing and the 58 per cent, that existed when
the agreement was entered into. If they
did that, as I think they should do on
moral grounds, at any rate, even if
it could not be justified legally-our pre-
sent Arbitration Court does not take
into consideration the prosperity of the
industr-tie employees in the industry
should at least bie wnjoyitig a 15 per cent.
increase over and above the basic wage. I
am a miember of the Labour Party, and I
am supporting a Government that has
always been considerate to the gold] iining4
industry. Remembering the consideration
that the present Labour Governiment and
other Labour Gover-nments have extended
to the gold mining industry in the past-
Labour Grover-nments that represent the
workers oil the goildfields; as well as the
workers elsewhere-the industry should do
a fair thing by its employees and, if any-
thin.- in the direction I suggest cannot be
done, then the Government should recon-
sider their attitude in respect of any fur-
ther assistance that may be required. There
is another mnatter I should like to touch on-
Last year the present Premier, Mr. Collier,
when Leader of the Opposition, introduced

a deputation to the then Minister for Mines
requesting the appointment of another work-
men's inspector. The 'Minister replied that
lie intended to appoint another Government
inspt-ctor, and lie drew the attention of the
(leputation to the fact that there would be
a retirement of ali inspector (luring this
veal. 1 under-stand now that that retire-
moent will not take place. Thle 'Minister on
that occasion said lie had anl open mind as
far as the appointment of another work-
mialls insp1 ector wvas concerned, and he pro-
inised to give the mnatter early a ttenltio;I
So far as I k-now, the subject has not re-
ceived any further attention. I trust that
the present MNinister has the subject under
consideration. It is only making a farce
of the principle of appointing workmien's
inspectors to have one workmen's inspector
for the whole district i-caching front Norse-
mn to -Menzies. I hope the Minister will
see his way to appoint another such inspec-
tor for that particular district. Workmen's
insp~ectors are run w~ho possess ability that
is the result of years of experience. The
employees themselves have greater confi-
dence in worknen's inspectors whose ability
they know is the result of exp)erienlce. The.,
have more confidence in such inspectors the"
the;- have in an;- of thle technically trained
inspectors, those w-ho come out of sclioolN
after haviril passed their examinations. The
miners have greater confidence in inspectors
a ppointied fromn their own ranks, mnen who
have bail lengthy' years of experience. Re-
eentlY I read[ in tIre "Government Gazette"
of the ap~pointmecnt of anl ac-tinug Govern-
inent insp~ector. I do not wish to be mis-
understood: I ani not criticising that ap-
pointmient. I do not know anything of tile
qualifications of the gentleman who receivedl
the a ppointmnent as acting niining inspector,
but I think he was formerly superintendent
of State batteries. It seemis to me that when
we wvant a State Mining Eniginee-, or anl
acting State Mining- Engineer because of
the illness of the g-entleman holding that
office, the positions should be filled from
amiongst those who ale attached to the min-
ing engineering branch of the department.
I should like the Minister to justify the ap-
p)ointment that has been wade, to let us know
wvhether- the acting State Mining Engineer
has the necessary qualifications for the job,
and whether the circumstances surrounding
the appointment wer-e such that caused men
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of long years of experience in the mnin-
ing engineering branch to be superseded.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) [S.421: As One of the early goldfields
mnembers, arid having comie from the gold-
fields, I can claim to know a little about the
mining indiistrv. AT'v desire is to say a fewv
wvords on the subject of the extension of the
system. of larwe reservations, on our goldlields
areas about which the Minister is so enthiusi-
astie. I take strong exception to the exten-
Hion of that systemn. The progr-ess of science
resulting i the adoption of better moethods
of oen tin l- old-bea ring lodes, and to an ex-
tent the better treatment of reefs found, is
being appllied to those areas which aire being
granted on at monopolistic basis. 1 renieni-
her on the goldhields many ag-itations against
any means, that would rob ani individual
pirospector' of some of his righits and p)ossibly
.some advantages. In the early (lays of my
association with the goldfields we always saw
to it jealously that the leases were not ex-
tended beyond at reasonable lim it, anrd at tihe
.same time that the requfiremnen ts of the Act
wvere aict. 1 remember being associated with
the opposition manifested at the mecre sug-

stion that companies should be encouraged
by huge concessions to the detriment of
ordinary prosecetors. Labour played it
promiiien t part in trying to imnit the powers
of capitalI and the right of capital to mtono-
polise. To-diry we are departing from that
attitude altogether. The Minister in playing
with this princi!ple is likely to inrvolve himi-
self in most dangerous practices. In to-
night's "Uailv News" we read that Sir
George Pearce is still plodding, away with his
proposal to hiave huge reservations granted
to British capitalists for the purp~ose of
developinJg part of our- north-western areas.
Thre Labour movement has rightly protested
against any such propos al. Labour regards
such ai suggestion as dangerous to Australia,
arid the Federal Parl iamrent should not take
into consideration applications of that
description. On the other hand, while Labour
protests against n" such systemu, we Ibid at
Labour Government adopting tire principle
ii' corluecliori witir o'r'- gold ruining areas. I
ani sorry that. tie lpractic-e of granting
r-eservations was ever inaugurated, hbut the
Minister should hav-e allowed the existingr
reservations to have provided] the necessary
ex periencee that would enable us to determine
whether or riot the practice "-as of tdx-anlagi'
in expanding- and developing our- gold pro-

duction. As one associated with the Labour
movement, I (lesire to dissociate riyself fronm
anything in connection with these reserva-
tions, which a re wrong in piilpe, although
I know the Minister has imposed certain con-
di tionrs and limiitaiti ons. The tact remains
that Labour is oppo)sed to the principle in-
volved, and the Gover-nmnirt have played
with it. Once tile Minister agrees to reserva-
tions subject to his limiitations arid conditions,
lie can no longer contend that he is opposed
to reservations on p~riniple. Jlust as we can
mrake conidi tions, anrd stipulate limitations, so
can the other fellow. Then it becomes
not a question whether the prirnci ple is
right or wrong, but a curtailment of the
argument to the point of whether the limi-
tationis and conditions are wvise or justified,
We cannot tinker with such a principle.
Once we admit it, our stand goes by the
board. I view with the utmost disfavour the
present Government being associated in any
way with reservations. I was sorry to hear
the Minister, who is so cautious in most
things, indicate his intentions, because I feel
sure that his enthusiasm has carried bim,
beyond the point he should have gone. He
intimated that he proposed to encourage the
introduction of* capital by granting large
areas, and I regard that as wrong and un-
sound. As one who is deeply concerned
with the welfare of the State and adheres to
the principle I have been discussing, I claim
we should not allow the period of depression
to encourage irs to do wahat otherwise we
wourld not permit. The Minister contemn-
plates a departure from policy and principle
that is wrong. We have suffered already
from this sort of thing, and I trust that
wiser counsels will prevail regarding the
reservaitions.

MR. LADOERT (Vilg-arn-Coolgardie)
[8.30] :I was pleased to hear the speech
delivered by the Minister for -Mines and to
note the optimistic view he has reason to
adopt regarding the present position of thef
gold-mniing industry. No doubt much of
his optimism is based on the increased price
of gold. I dto not propose to-night to deal
other tiran briefly with the mining industry.
We can wveil be satisfied with the general
administration of the 'Mines Department. I
will not say, as the member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. WV. D. Johnson) asserted,
that we should be other than cautious re-
garding reservations granted to mining com-
panies, but so long as we do not lock up
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areas from ordinary prospectors and do not
work an injustice to anyone else, the Minis-
ter, with the exercise of ordinary caution,
should be able to encourage people, with the
necessary capital and equipment, to explore
the auriferous deposits in the State. West-
ern Australia comprises a vast area, em-
bracing auriferous tracts north, south, east
and west, all of which are capable of ex-
ploitation. As distinct from the position
30 years ago, it is now possible only for
those possessing capital, equipment and
technical knowledge adequately to exploit
the gold-bearing areas. It is fortunate that
wie enjoy an enhanced price for our gold.
As the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
(M1r. F. C. I, Smith) indicated, the en-
lianeed price of gold has led to the disloca-
tion of our economic system, and of out
currency. However, that is someone else's
pigeon. Due to factors I need not labour,
our national policy of tariff restrictions and
other considerations, hans inflicted a blow
on the industry. I desire to pay a tribute
to some of the officers of the Mines Depart-
mient. Although we have some very fine
officers. in the Public Service, I fancy some
of the best and most efficient are to be found
in the Mlines Department, First of all, we
have the Under Secretary, Mr. Calanchini.
with whom most members are familiar-
and it is not necessary for me to
say anything about him. The next officer
is the Principal Registiar, Mr. Telfer,
who occupies a most responsible position,
and I think the Government could mete out
greater consideration to hint from the stand-
point of salary-. N-\ot only have the activi-
ties of the department increased but the
responsibilities attached to this officer's posi-
tion have been greatly augmented. I think
the difference in the work compared wvith
what it was when the officers I have referred
to were appointed many Years ago, should
be recogenised bhr the Government. The
same applies to the man who is most initi-
mately- associated with the Mlinister. The
officer I refer to is the Minister's sec-
retary' . There are others I could mention,
although I have not been fortunate enough
to come into contact with them so much. As
to the State batter '- system, it is remarkable
to find that, despite all the growls and
t'roahles we hear of from time to time,
wherever there are a few prospector;, the
desire is expressed for the establishment of
a State battery, Generally speaking, it is

recognised throug-hout the State that the
officers associated with the State battery
system, from the superintendent to the
battery managers, have till rendered splen-
did service to the prospectors. It is not my
intention to deal with the merits or demerits
of the reservations that have been made. I
have not. followed that matter up closely
enoughi to lie able to discuss the circuam-
stances Otat promrdted the Ministet in
agreeing to them, nor yet the prospects of
the companies that received the concessions.

The Premier: The decisions were made by
the Government, as8 well as by the Minister.

M1r. LAM.BEIRT: And they were arrived
at in good faith. I have nlot the slightest
doubt that the decisions were arrived at
wvith. a full] knowledge of the circumstances,
and that those -who were granted the
reservations will be able to do more thanm
an ,yone else to prospect and develop the
areas. I desire to 'refer to some of oar
other minerals. The Mlinister has spoken
about the possibilities of glauconite and
other minerals, but let me tell him quite
frankly that there is no possible hope whatt-
ever of dealing with our relatively low-
priced minerals on a commercial basis, un-
less by means of concessions on the part of
the State in providing railway or other
transport facilities. It i merely so much
'vast of tinme and energy to consider flint
OUr lowv-priced minerals can otherwise be
wvorked economnically at all. There arc two
or three high-priced minerals only that it is
possible to work. It is as well for the M.ini-
ister and the officials of the M-%ines Depart-
mecnt to realise the fact. In the North-West
we have deposits of ta ntali te whii have been
the subject onl my part of considerable
negotiation with Great Britain and some big
concerns on the Continent. Apart fromu
tantalite and possibly tin, when the pricesz
are high, none of these minerals can be
profitably dealt with. An attempt was made
by one company to exploit a manganese
deposit in this State. Members have seen
the reports of the Government Mineralogist
and the Government Chemist. The de-
posit I have in mind is the most
important in Western Australia and,
in fact, is the tmost valuable and most
extensive known so far in Australia.
Manganese is as eszsential to the safety and
defence of Australia as is gunpowder. Dur-
ing- the war this maineral rose in price from
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about 50s. per ton to over £20 per ton. Dl-
gety and Company Limited, acting on be-
half of the British Government had carte
blanche to purchase imanganese ore for the,
requirements of the British Government. As
soon as the war was over and normal times
returned, Russia, true to the five-year plan,
was prepared to put 1,500,000 tons of man-
ganese ore on the market per annum. Last
year that country exported to England and
America no less than 850,000 tons. I have
niot the slightest doubt that against her
organised labour, altered economic condi-
tions, facilities for working and close prox-
imity to the markets of the world, no Aus-
tralian manganese has any hope of com-
peting. The public of this State, who, iii
an good faith, put £150,000 into that pro-
3et, will lose the whole of their money. That
is one instance.

Mr. Patrick: Lead is in as bad a way.
Mr. LAMBERT: We do not produce at

greait deal of lead now.
Mr. Patrick: But we could.
Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, at a price. What

can be said of manganese can be said of
almost any other mineral we possess. I
knowr lines of felspar that would reach from
here almost to the Darling Range. The Mlin-
ister spoke about the great prospects for
Western Australian felspar. I know the
Grosmont felspar, which is as pure as any
in the world. It is all a matter of being able
to produce those minerals at at price that
can compete in the markets of the world.

The Minister for Mlines: We could do it
at £C1 per ton.

Mr. LAMBERT: If we had had a bonus
of £1I per ton on manganese ore, we could
have sent 1,000 tons a wveek to the markets
of the world, It is a matter of geographi-
cal position and cost of transport by rail or
ship. Everything depends upon the cost of
transport. I have a copy of a pamphlet
issued b 'y the Mines Department dealing
with all these minerals. It refers of glau-
conites, feispars, gypsumis and many others.

Ido not wish to damp the ardour of the
Mines Department, but with the exception
of the small quantities usable in Western
Australia, unless the Railway Department,
by subsidy or bonuis from the Government,
can carry those minerals at a rate compar-
able to the transport available in other parts
of the world, it is a waste of time and energy
nd money to try to develop the deposits.
We have iron ores, manganese ores, felspars,
silicas glauconites, lepidalites, tantalites and

all sorts of "ites," but with the exception
of those comparatively high-priced, there is
no possibility of their economic exploitation
in this State, and the sooner the Mines De-
partment recognise that fact, the better.

The Premier: It is not the Mines Depart-
ment at alt.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then who is it?
Mr. Moloney: Why worry about it?
Mr. LAA113ERT: I am not asking the hon.

member to worry about it; I am giving un-
answerable facts. I have correspondence
from all parts of the world dealing with
almost every mineral that can be produced
in Western Australia.

Thle Premier: Onl a commercial basis.
Mr. LAAEBERT: Yes.
The Premier: That is the trouble.
Mr. LAMBERT: Take arsenic which has

been introduced as a by-product to the re-
covery of gold at Wiluna. Arsenic is anl
easily condensable mineral, but it is not pos-
sible economically to produce arsenic in any
other part of Australia except in similar
circumstances.

The Premier: The only place in Western
Australia.

Mr. LAMBERT: Long before Wiluna was
opened uip, there was a mine called the
Transvaal outside Southern Cross equipped
for the production of arsenic and gold.

The Premier: What quantity?
Mr. LAMBERT: It was owned and con-

trolled by the people who own and control
the present production.

The Premier: What quantity of arsenic?
Mr. LAMBERT: The ore had a far big-

g er percentage content than has the ore at
Wiluna.

The Premier: But what quantity?
Mr. LAMBERT: A considerable quantity.
The Premier: Well, what was it?
Mr. LAMBERT: Does the Premier want

the quantity in cwts.?
The Premier: Yes.
Mr. LAMBERT: Thme quantity produced

at the, Transvaal was considerable.
The Premier: That is not very' specific.
Mr. LAMBRT: It was produced by way

of concentrates.
The Premier: I am not concerned as to

how it was produced. What was the quan-
Lit v?

'Mr. Latham: The honl. member had bettei,
ask for notice of the question.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Premier desires
to have the exact figures, he should consult
the Government Statistician. That officer
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seems to have sufficient leisure to he able
to inquire into some wheat trouble, accord-
ing to an announcement in to-day's paper.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
getting away from the vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, I am only recomi-
mendinrg the Premier to get the information
from the statistician.

The Premier: I have no need to do that.
You have made a statement.

Mr. LAMBERT: Wilua has produced
many times as much ar-senic as the Trans-
viaal, but we do not know, what quantity
was produced from the Transvaal, nor do
we know its content or the gold content. It
was concentrated and sent to Victor
Leggon's wor-ks at Spottisvoode. That, how-
ever, is beside the question. We are not
unlike other parts of the world that recover
ar~enic as a secondary c onsideration to th(
recovery of zinc-, gold or other metal eon1-
tent. Take antimony referred to in the
pamp~hlet: all the antimiony produced iii
Western Australia could, relatively speak-
ing. be put into the waistcoat pocket. Bis-
mo'th is found in very smaill quantities outside
Pilbara. The publication of pamphlets of
this description, highly and even romantic-
al I~ c oloured as to the possibilities, is api
to be misleading. No bismuth is produced
in Western Australia. The two ores of lepi-
dalite and amhblvgonitc al-c mentioned
Thirty years ago), ten or 15 miles out of
(Coolgardie 5 cwt. or 6 cwt. of anihlygonitc
wvas found, and during, all the succeedin 'jL
vear-s romance has centred around the few
c-wt. of amiblygonite thenr found. I was one
of a syndicate that endeavoured to find tlic
tail end of it, but it has never teen found
Take lepidalite: English and Continental
countiis have written for quotations and
clilantities, and samples were sent. The in-
(1 1ilies woe sent to the Mines Department
hut 110 orders 'have been received for lepi-
lalite. Those were onily feelers as to the
rossibilit ,v of a countrv like Western Aus-
tralia competing against known sources of
siupply* v I have a letter dealing with our-
most valuable ore, namely, tantalite, which
show-s what the largest riser-s of tantalite
think of the prospets of drawing on
supplies front this State. Some of the
biggest organisations in the world have
been unable to mill molybdenite ores
and produce molybdenum on a com-
miercial basis. In 1918. during the wvar,
I induced the Governent of the day to

put in a concentration plant at the Cool-
gairdie State battery for the treatment of
tungstic ore.

?.r. F. C. L. Smith: How much did the
Government make?

Mr. LAMBERT: They lost nothing. The
plant is still there and the Government
hold the assets. In fact, it was a tribute
to my memory, if nothing else,

The Premier: At the cost of the Trea-
surys.

Mr. LsAIUBERT: At a cost of £:7,000.
Despite the expenditure of that money, the
concessions that were given, and the op-
timistic view that was then held, we have
never been able to produce one pound of!
tungsten, or any of its allied minerals ex-
cept that some low-grade ores running to
about 50 per cent, were discovered and a
fow bags sent away. It is itupossibe to
mill commercially any of these ores in such
a wvay that people handling them here
could make a profit. Take the case of
uranium and radium. These merely exist
in at small quantity in this State.

Mr. Latham: Is there ally piteliblend
here?7

Nr. LAMEBERT: We have uranium and
radium-containing ores, but they cannot be
worked economically. Platinum merely
occurs in small quantities. Corundum does
occur in the North-West two or three hun-
dred miles inland, and in one place on the
eastern goldfields. The officers of the do-
partment know that synthetic carborundum
is produced in considerable quantities at
the Niagara Falls, and that it is im-
possible for us tinder the present economic
conditions to produce it to compete with
the Niagara Falls production. I am not
finding fault with the department. They
have every right to be optimistic. It is
right there should be scientific investiga-
tions into our minerals, hut these should
bear a close relationship to the commercial
possibilities attached to the exploitation of
such minerals. I am not condemning the
activities of the department, but I do think
it is time there was a stocktaking concern-
ing the minerals we can commercially ex-
ploit. To that end the department should
bend their energies. It would be a good
thing if the Mios'ter could indurce .the
Railway Department to carry some of our
ores at the samne price as some shipping
companies bring minerals into Australia.

The Premier: As ballast.



1026 (ASSEMBLY I

Mr. LAMBERT: That would greatly
assist in the development of our mineral
resources. Any of our ores that are worth
less than £E4 or £5 per ton cannot be ex-
ported oji a conuiiercial basis.

The Premier: That is our geographical
disability.

Mr. LAIKBERT: I know the Minister
is very earmiest about his work, but I do
wish hie would take this matter into con-
sideration before hie allows such pamphlets
to go abroad, leading people elsewhere in
thle world to believe that we can produce
all these different minerals. The officers
should be requested to consider the com-
mnercial possibilities attached to these ada-

erals before they feature them in their
pamphlets and reports. When people are
prepared to work a particular mnineral, the
officials' scientific knowledge and experi-
ence should be made available. In this
way a useful service would be performed
for the State. It is no use publishing
pamphlets at considerable cost. We do
not want any romance attached to our
niinerals. It is right that complete records
should be kept of all the minerals discov-
ered in this State, but we should get closer
to realities and find out to what con-
mnercial use we can put our minerals.
There is one mineral of ivhich manyv thous-
ands of tons are available within Western
Australia. When that ore is processed, it
is bought ait £6 or £7 a ton. The
trouble is we cannot get a breaking-
dIown agency for it. It is treated
only by the application of heat combined
with a certain mineral, but we cannot do
it here. It is Riot a matter of technical
knowledge. When one goes to a ship-
ping company to ascertain the freight
on ore to tile Eastern States, one
is told that the lowest price is 30h.
a ton. The secondary industries of the
Eastern States could take thousands of
pounds worth of raw material from us if
lower freights were available. The Brokeni
Hill Proprietaryv Company would not be
able to produce a ton of steel if the Com-
mionwealth Government did not allow them
to import ferro-manganese duty free. That
company had £E10,000 invested in the very
concern I was speaking of, but they made
no attempt to buy manganese from this
State. Thley could hbring ferro-mnanganese
from elsewhere. It comes here at a
quarter of the cost of bringing deposits

from New South W~ades, inclusive of
freight, shipping charges, etc. The Min-
ister has mentioned felspar. To-day the Aus-
tralian Glass Works-the biggest concern
of its kind in Australia, built up under the
shelter of the tariff, operating here and in
every capital of the Commonwealth-are
reaching out to. purchase feispar for the
manufacture of glass. And why? Merely
because there is all exchange rate of 25 per
cent, operating against them.

The Premier: They are a profiteering
concern.

Mr. LAMBERT: Of course they are. I
wvould not care so touch if some of thesee
big octopus companies in the Eastern States
used Australian raw materials in the course
of the trading permitted to them by the
Federal tariff. If to-morrow Australia were
faced wvith a war like that of 1914, not one
toil of steel could be produced unless man-
ganese ore was obtained from some other
counltry. Not a year had elapsed after the
outbreak of war in 1914 before these big
Australian companlies were looking in Java
and the New Hebrides for minerals. Hun-
dreds of thousands of tons of manganese
could be produced out beyond Peak Hill,
and yet sonmc of the hnmbugs in the Federal
Pairliamnt say, "We must have some
regaurd for our national safety." They have
as much regard for national safety as has
thle biggest tough in Woolooniooloo. Almost
every mineral has anl economic value and a
market price, but can be produced only at
a price. -Many of these minerals, as well
as processed articles, comue here in ships'
bottoms more or less as ballast. I
hope the Minister will accept my statb-
nilets ini the best spirit and consider
what I have said. When the advice of
his technical officers is available to him
le will, I believe, realise that there is a
good deal in what I have said. Now that
mining has progressed to a plane making it
most fortunate in the economic life of
Western Australia, I trust the Minister will
have wone regard for those who hlave given
unselfish and loyal service to his department
for many years. I hope lie w~ill also give
consideration to thme cases of young, pro-
rnisivig officers. If he does those things he
will, I feel sure, lie backed up in Rio small
degree by those who are associated with the
mining industry of Western Australia.
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THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
S. W. Mtunsie-Hannans-in reply [9.34] :
I thank hon. members for the manner in
which they have received these Estimates,
and I appreciate highly the faet that so
small an amount of criticism has been level-
led at the department. There are one or
two matters to which I desire to reply. The
member for 'Murehison raised the point of
the treatment of prospectors by the State
batteries. I am prepared to admit that con-
ditions qt the batteries are not now what they
were when the first Collier Government went
out of offie. Alterations have been made
during the last three years, and we have not
yet been able to revert to the old conditions.
I believe I can put up justification for our
not having done so. Firstly the inember fur
Murchison protested against the abolition
of the rebate on low-grade ore. I admit that
the rebate has been abolished. The position
as I find it in the State batteries is such
that unless I can by some means obtain at
anl early date another £40,000 for the pur-
pose of erecting additional batteries or
d1uplicating plants alread 'y ini existence, I amn
not justified in reinstating the rebate onl low-
grade ore. At present I cannot find suffi-
cient crushing facilities to treat the ore
already being supplied, without the rebate.

Mr. -Marshall: But you must confess that
the abolition of the rebate retards develop-
nient, because one never knows when a low-
grade proposition will develop into a rich
one,

The MINISTER FOR. MINES: I quite
admit that, but is the hon. member pire-
pared to fix a ninimum which we should
classify as low-grade ore? Recently we had
an examiple of 108 tons being put through
a State battery for a return of 1 ounce 3
dwts. I do not think a much lower grade
of ore could he found.

iXr. MUarshall: That is rather an excep-
tional ease.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I adinit
that. However, we have to stop somewhere.
WVbile such ore is going through and more
and miore people1 are encouragred to pro-
duce low-grade ore, other people are being
prevented from getting ore treated that is
payable to them and payable to the State;
that is, unless I get another £E40,000 to ex-
pend on batteries. Thbe hon, member's chief
complaint was in regard to treatment of tail-
ings. He said that not more than 7s. per
ton should be charged for their treatment.
I admit that. A firm or company that can-

not treat tailings for 7s. per ton ought never
tb take on their treatment at all. If the
prospectors of this State will accept eon-
tlitionis as they are now in regard to crush-
ig-, plus 7s. per ton for the treatment Of
ore, but wiping out all other concessitons, I
will treat tailings for 7s. per tunu and show
an immense profit. It is continually lbeing
said that we are charging 2 dwts. 8 grains.
We do not do that at all. From the assay
vabLe Of the ore we deduct 2 dwts. 8 grains.
The hon. maember from his long experience
knows that we never get 100 per cent, ex-
traction from the ore treated. Thus we dto
not charge 2. dwts 8 g-eains.

Mr. Marshall: But You make other deduc-
tions as well.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
that, However, we get fromt the 2 dIwrs. S
grains only the e.xtractable value of the 2z
dwts. 8 grains. Moreover, the State bat-
teries are treating thousands of tons of tai]-
ings of which the total assay value is not
2 dwrts. 8 wrairus. We dof not, howrever, sepa-
rate those tailings from the others. They
go into the one big dlump which is treated
as a whole, I believe that with the excep-
tion of cyanide plants in three instances,
there wvill not be in Western Australia six
months fromt now a ton of tailings remnu-
ing untreated ait any battery, and this is
irrespective of value. In some instances the
tqtal assay value of the ore being treated is
not 2 dwrs 8 grains. If we wvere getting 2
dwts. 8 grains from all the tonnage of tail-
ings. treated we would be on a pretty good
wicket. We do make other deductions as
well. For instance, there is a deduction for
moisture, as mentioned by the member for
Murchison. Again, wve pay onl only 7.3 per
cent. of the tailings. It is strange that while
the'hon. member criticised all those matters,
lie did not once mention the concession re-
cently made. Not so long ago I made an ex-
tentsive trip through the goldfields, and every,
deputation which waited upon me fromt a
prospectors' association or from individual
prospectors contended that the Govern-
inent were paying onl too low a1po
portion of the sands. In that respect
I have made a concession of 5 per cent.
Throughout their existence the Suite bat-
teries have never paid onl more than 8.3 per
cent, of sands. I have increased that to 90
per cenit. I admnit that a fairly large proft
was made last year onl the treatment of tail-
ings. However, taking the State batteries
system as a whole, even last year, with all
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the prospecting, a loss of £C9,000 was in-
curred. I am just as eager and anxious as
any one, either inside or outside Par-
liamient, to assist tile msail battling and pros-
pecting; but I realise that I owe some re-
sponsibility to other sections of the corn-
mwnitv as well as the prospecting section.
III existing circumstances, with gold at its
present price, the charges at the State bat-
teries are levied upon prospectors through-
out the State, and it would be unfair of tile,
as Minister forl Mines, to levy onl the out-
side public for more than £%,000 a year in
tile interests of prospectors.

i, Marulshall : What about the prospiector
who does not get the gold!

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: That caii-
not be helped. What about the prospector
wh goes out year in and year out and never
has a crushing? I worked every dlay for two
veai and three mouthis without putting .9
ton of ore through a battery. I was unl-
fortunate and1( could not find anything of
sufficient value to warrant its being put
throug-h. Eve,, if the State batteries had
heen treating free of charge, I could not have
done any good. Onl one occasion la 'y friend
aiskedf did that apply to State batteries leased
or subsidised, and I said it did not. In no
other conr'yi the world, whether thlelabour be black, browvn or brindle, arc thle
same conditions and coneessions offered to
the prospector as Western Australia offers
through the State batteries.

The Pienicr: That inclu sdes all Australia,
too.

The MIN-ISTER FOR MINES: Yes it
does. Day, in and day out at may ofice I get
letters fronm people who are patronis of a
battery leased fronm the State. Even with aI
subsidy- of 2s. per ton the prospector, if lie
glets anl ounce of gold from anything treatted,
is .9s. worse off than hie wouldi be at a State
battery-. So or, tha~t showing, there is no
serious compllaint to be made of the condi-
tions offering under our State battery sys-
tern. Aniother point raised by the ho,,., ,ncn-
her to which I will rely is that of tile
forfcitiure of leases. The ho,,. member sug-
gested that the inspector of mines should
have power to bring a lessee or ownier of a
prospecting area before the court to show
cause why his holding should ,,ot lie for-
feited. 1 confess I have not given that inlv
thought. It is the first time I have heard :it
put up.

Mr. .1arshall : It has lbeen put upl here onl
two or three occasions.

Tlie MIN'ISTER FOR MINES: Then I
miust have been absent at the time. I am
p~repared to go closely into that later oin, but
at piresent I do not agree with the proposi-
tion. indeed I all utterly oppo)sed to it. The
next matter the hon. member brought up
was in connection with reservations. He
mentioned a ease at Cue where some man
wvent out prospecting wvhen none but the
warden knew that a reservation had been
granted. That may have happened. It may
have been that thle wvarden got the notifica-
tioni from the Mines department telling him
that the reservation had been granted, but
that thle Prospector was not aware of it.
Onl the very day that a reservation is granted
in any part of the State, the warden in the
district is notified and receives a plan show-
ing tile exact position of the reservation on
the location, and he is required to post that
notification conspicuously in his office. When
I learn that someone went on to the area
that had beeni granted, and that none but
the warden knew it had been granted,
I feel that there was something wrong some,
where. I have not heard such a complaint
in respect of any other district, although
I have heard the complaint that sometimes
the reservation is too far from the warden's
office, and that in consequence, a prospec-
tor may have no way of learning of it. Blut
in the instanee uinder consideration, the re-
ser-vation was oil the golf links at One, which
is another- way of saying that it was pretty
close to the warden's office. How it should
have happened that none but the warden.
kncv of it, I cannot think; because, as IC
say, the plant of the reservation was immedi-
ately sent to the warden's office and there
posted up. I will have that instance in-
quired into. As to the other reservation
mieintioned by the hon. mnember, the Big Bell,
I believe it is true that the first lessee did
not spend a pound on the property, other
thanx the subsidy of £ for £ that was foun&
bv the Government for the first boring being
done. However, he did pay Z for f up to
£2,300 for the purpose of boring. I must
give credit where credit is due. While that
lessee, to the best of my belief, did not
spend anything beyond the ainount of the
subsidy on the Big Bell, I have seen the
documents proving that in a period of two
years and seven months he spent in mining
elswhere in Western Australia no less than
£28,000. Any man who spends £28,000
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in looking for gold or other miaeral
in this State is deserving of consideration.
He did not spend the money on the Big
Bell; but he spent it in other places in
Western Australia, and I know that of mn:y
own knowledge. It may not have been I 2.
own money, but he spent £2,000 on mining
in this State, and so I say, fie was deserving
of consideration. The member for Brown
.Hill-Ivan hoe (Mr. F. C. L. Smith) made
only two suggestions to which I think lie
requires replies. The first was that he
hoped the present Government had ndet
consideration the appointment of another
workmen's inspector, I have not yet sub-
mnitted the proposal to the Government, but
I can assure the hon. member that as Minis-
ter for M1ines I recognise that if it was
necessary to ]have two workmen's inspectors
three years ago, then, having regard to an
increase since then of over 3,000 men em-
ployedl in the mining industry either on
wages or on contract, it is time the Gov-
ernmient, considered Fhe appointment of a
workmen's inspector.

The Premier: Whatever you recommend,
die Government will do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The other
matter mentioned by the hon. member was
as to the appointment of an acting inspec-
tor. I do not know what exactly he was
referring to then.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: The appointment of
an acting inspector in place of the State
Mlining Engineer.

The MINITSTER FOR INES: The
position is that the State 'Mining Engineer
is, unfortunately, ill, and cannot carry out
his duties, and so we had to put some one
temporarily in his place. Naturally, we
selected the Superintendent of State Bat-
teries as being the next highest to the State
Mining Engineer, and so we appointed him
temporarily, But appointing him tempor-
arily to act in place of the State M1ining
Engineer compelled us to gazette him as a
temporary inspector of mines also. That
is w'hv he was so appointed. Recently one
of the companies holding reservations
was operating two diamond drills at
Ravensthorpe. It was neither economic
nor wise that we should send an in-
spector wveek after week to examine
the work that was being done, and
report to the department. We have at
Ravensthorpe a man quite capable of even
supervising that work-the company will-
ingly accepted that man's advice-and so we
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appointed him a temporary mining inspec-
tor for the purpose of keeping us supplied
with particulars of the boring being done
on that concession. The member for Guild-
ford-'Midland (Hon. W. I. Johnson) said
we should not tinker with principle. I have
yet to learn where the Government or I have
tinkered with lprinciple. I cant asswre the
hon. member that the members of the Gov-
ernment. are just as honest and sincere in
carrying out their principles as is he himself.
I have contravened no principle of the Lab-
our movement. I amn where I ams to aduin-
ister the Mining Act, in which provision is
made that the Minister may grant conces-
sions if hie believe it to he in the interests
of the mining industry or of the State. That
is provided in the Act, and I would be lack-
ing in my duty if I did not carry out the
Act as it stanids; so I have not violated any
principle of tbe Labour movement in grant-
ing concessions. MNoreover, it is not always
to rich companies that concessions arc
granted, as people might be led to believe
by the criticism of the hon. member.

'Mr. 'Marshall: I for one know that is not
SO.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Conces-
sions have been granted to men as poor as
any other man in the State. They have
secured concessions from me because I be-
lieved they were genuinely endeavonring to
do something for the mining industry. If
a man can prove to my satisfaction that he
is endeavouring to do something in the in-
terests of the mining industry, he can come
and ask for a concession with as much cois-
fidenee as a rich company would be justified
in feeling. I hope the time will never come
when any man appointed to the position of
Minister for Mines will do anything to jeop-
ardise the getting of more capital for the de-
velopment of the industry in this State.
I have never known the member for Vilgarn-
Coolgardie to he so pessimistic. According
to him none of our minerals is of any use.
He picked up a pamphlet to bring ridicule
upon the department.

Mr, Marshall: I do not think he meant
that.

The MINISTER FOR MIES: The de-
partment deserve credit for everything that
appears in that pamphlet. It has been is-
sued in accordance with the policy the de-
partment, have adopted and maintained.
Many prospectors who are excellent men in
looking for gfold may discover some other
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mineral about which they know nothing.
Tfhis mnay he of no value, but thle department
encourages these people to send in all these
minerals for classification. BHr this means
the department have discovered almost every
mineral known in the world. It is not
stated that these minerals ec be produced

in commercial quantities. it is only claimed
that they do exist in this State because
samples have been seen. That i.s the right

attitude to adopt. Hundreds of men have
found minerals of various kinds and sent
them in to the department, the officials of
which have told them whether or not they
are of conlmercial value. If a certain synidi-

cate in this State had followed that prac-

tice they would have been saved a~n expendi-

ture of about £40,000. There was a gentle-

man who took two years and four months

to walk from Darwvin to Defby through the

iiberleys. He discovered what he thought

wvas the greatest deposit of tin ever found

in the world. He brought some of the

material with him and formed a syndicate.
The subscribers themselves thought it was

tin. The syndicate obtained at concession
and I was condemned fox granting it. No

one else had ever applied for a mining con-

cession in that part of the State, but imme-
diately I granted this one other people said

they had been on the poinit of going there
themselves. One man even chartered a boat
and provisioned it to go to tile very same

spot. Some 14 people applied for concessions

around the main area, and I granlted them
all for a period of six months. The svndi-
cate itself provisioned a boait and piut till
nearly £40,000 in cash. When the emissaries

of the syndicate reached the spot in question,
and sent samples down to the department,
thev' discovered that the material was not
till. .1Immnediaitel'y upon that none of the
other syndicates wvent on with the conces-

sions. The second boat I spoke of followed
the syndicate boat up north, but thle latter,
after going 100 miles out of her coule,
evaded thle former. Reference wvas made to
tantalite. WAere it not for a ring that exists,
this State could J)reduice tanitalit as profit-
ably as any other part of the world. It is
riot the production that tauses the difficulty
but the disposal of the mineral. One lady: ,
wvlr is well known and highly respected in
this State, has spenut thousands of pounds in

the endeavour to find a market for this pro-
duct. She has sold a good deal but still has

on hand sonie she bought four years ago.
She is employing 10 or 12 men all the year
round, anld buying small lots of the mji eral
from outside prospectors. Site has beeni to
England and America twice in the hope of
opening up a market. I believe the grade of
our ore is higher than that in most other
parts of the world. Thle member for Vilg-arn-
Coolgardie also referred to arsenic. The mine
he mentioned at Southern Cross is nowv being
opened tiP by a comnpany', which hopes to
treat the ore for its gold and arsenical cont-
tents in opposition to the Wiluna. mine. I
hope they will make a success of their vena-
ture. If Wiluna increases its tonnageC
another .10,000 a month, it seems likel 'y that
it will be able to lproduce sufficient arsenlic
to supply the knowrn world. Indeed, I don
not know what will be done with it all if any
mnore is produced. Already the requirements
of Australia for sheep dip and other thinrgs
are more than fully supplied. I trust that the
optimistic opinions that have been expressed
liv myself and other members will be real-
ised, an~d that the minling industry in this
S tate will have a long and prsori cl leer.

Vote putt and passed.

Progress reported.

Rouse adjourned at 10.10 p.mi.

leqisqlativn tounct(,
Thursday, 2nd Movemb er. 1933.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

IMessage from the Lieut.-Goverrior received
and read notifying assent to the Wiluna
Water Board Loan Guarantee Bill.


